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bella & amy
at the wall

no, this is not a fairytale book. it's still a magazine, based on reality. 
although in some ways the differences between a fairytale and a valeur report aren't 
that big, because exciting stories and interesting people also play a major role for us.

around the world, we can come across exciting, fascinating, frightening, sad, funny and 
authentic stories. stories told by people, who know the values of their home place better 
than anybody else and who give us a better understanding of the one world we all share. 

it is always worth learning more about people, their history 
and traditions, art, culture, passions - their life and their values.

in the daily news, conflicts and bad news are always dominating. however, we 
are sure that we are all more united than we are divided. that’s why we, the 

VALEUR GUIDES, have joined forces to meet impressive 
personalities around the world. 

EDITORIAL
ONCE UPON A TIME IN BERLIN 

THE VISION showing that we all 
share the same home, one world, that is so 
beautiful yet so fragile.

THE MISSION exploring, 
appreciating and preserving the world´s 
diverse values.

let’s start in a city, that is the symbol of 
diversity, unitiy and freedom:

 BERLIN.

therefore, you are invited to join the ONE WORLD DISCOVERY, 
which leads us every month for 7 DAYS  each to a special place around 
                         the globe.

this makes berlin a perfect place to start the

ONE WORLD DISCOVERY. 
of course, � days are not enough to get to know this 
city in detail, because of its complex history. but we can 
point out some things that make berlin unique.

EVERY CITY has its problems, but the 
fascinating part is, that here, all people, no matter their 
religion, culture or origin live in peace, side by side. for 
hundreds of years, a large diversity of people has been 
inspiring each other to great things.

JUST LIKE US, coming from different 
cities and counties, lots of people from all around the 
world are drawn to berlin. 

editor in chief, marco kokkot

lucia, soluna & katherina at the zoo

yana, belinda & emilie 
discover the city

bella, olivia, emilie, jil and belinda in front of a candy bomber



even though  berlin is constantly modernizing, there 
are still harsh contrasts between chic and ugly, bright 
and dark, between old and new that make the city so 
special. there are many crowded places. but right next 
to them, there are quiet parks to find peace and rest. 



jazz clubs that celebrate the origins of modern music are 
built right next to techno bunkers that help you forget the 
daily routine for a while. fortunately, there are still the grey 
facades, which once created that unique image of berlin, and 
behind which life was so colorful and creative.



and there are places like the POTSDAMER PLATZ. 
even if it hasn’t found its final character yet, it’s the ideal 
starting point for a BERLIN DISCOVERY.



at the potsdamer platz, surrounded by concrete buildings, glass, and 
steel, there is a house that not only stands for luxury, but also for 
that special something, the GRAND HYATT.



GRAND HYATT

1ST STOP



THE GRAND HYATT is a �-stars hotel and the top address at the 
potsdamer platz. it radiates classical elegance 

but, at the same time, it’s very modern and stylish.

THE STAFF is extremely friendly and welco-
ming. already at the reception, 

we feel the unique spirit of the place. although the 
house has a superior standard, nothing is pretentious. 
quite the contrary, because the employees are extremely 
friendly, casual and very entertaining. we feel at home, 
despite all the - for us unaccustomed - luxury. 



DESIGN 

WHEREVER YOU LOOK  
the hotel is also an art exhibition. you can find two colorful and wild 
paintings by otto zitko, who lives and works in vienna, on the walls 
high above the event floor. he is known as an avant-gardist bet-
ween realism and abstraction. scattered all over the hotel,  
nine pieces by jaehyo lee can be found.

the south-korean artist creates artworks made of 

WOOD, METAL AND STONE. 
they are adored by hundreds of hotel guest every day. 

ABOVE THE GUESTS' HEADS 
in the lobby hangs a giant dark blue frame made of 
metal. this piece is by gerold miller, who lives and 
works in berlin – kreuzberg. he became successful 
with his post minimalistic wall-art, sculptures, and 
space filling paintings.



OF COURSE, the grand hyatt wouldn't usually be in our price 
range. but why not indulge in some luxurious 

moments before starting the exhausting discovery through berlin�

THE PRICES are a fair deal considering the hotel's 
standard. our room is about 160 euro per     

night, including all of the comforts and amenities that come with it.

THE GRAND HYATT BERLIN offers 326 elegant 
rooms and 16 luxury 

suites in total. of course, all rooms provide a tv and high-speed wifi. 
moreover, to satisfy the daily vitamin requirement, free fruits are served 
on request daily. 



OUR ROOM has a comfortable king-size bed. the 
second part of the room has a beauty 

area and a wardrobe, with an iron and an ironing board. which 
is practical, especially when there’s an event in the evening such 
as the berlinale, which takes place each february right next to 
the grand hyatt, at the marlene dietrich platz.  

IN THE NEXT ROOM, there is a big bathtub 
and right next to it 

a luxurious shower. everything you need to recover from 
a long day and prepare for the next one. we’re now getting 
ready for our next stop.



PANO
RAMAPUN

KT

2ND 

STOP



the center of the potsdamer platz is dominated by 
the so-called kollhoff tower. it already looks very 
impressive from the outside. but the view from the 
rooftop is even more exciting. this is the second stop of 
today, the PANORAMAPUNKT.



left: andreas steinhoff, above: ansgar koreng cc by-sa 3.0 �de� 

the kollhoff-tower was completed in 1���. it creates a dynamic interaction between 
height and volume as its step-like façade tapers to a slender peak. the roofs are partly 
covered with grass while the ground area is dominated by the colonnades and houses 
several restaurants and shops. 

THE CROWNING GLORY  
 

of the kollhoff-tower is the 

PANORAMAPUNKT on  
the 

24. AND 25. FLOOR.

THE KOLLHOFF TOWER  
 

is clad in dark peat-fired bricks, which stand out from 
the rest of the buildings. the dark stones provide a styli-
stic counterpoint to the geometric glass facades of the 
adjacent high-rised designed by renzo piano and helmut 
jahn. together, the three buildings form a striking archi-
tectural ensemble at the potsdamer platz.

PANORAMAPUNKT



BEST VIEW OF THE CAPITAL
europe’s fastest express lift brings us to the 
panoramapunkt in just a few seconds. because of the 
speed, there is the same ear pressure as in an airplane. 
thus, we gladly accept the candy which we get here to 
equalize the ear pressure.



the former president of germany

JOACHIM GAUCK and a  
piece of the

BERLIN WALL - which was flown in  
by a helicopter to the 

PANORAMAPUNKT in 2�1�.

VIEWS OF BERLIN AT 

THE POTSDAMER PLATZ 
not only do the 2� levels provide an ama-
zing view of the city. but they also show 
the exhibition “views of berlin at potsda-
mer platz”, providing interesting informa-
tion about the history of this place. that 
way we travel form the origin of the pots-
damer platz to the present time.



WEST-BERLINEAST-BERLIN
formerformer

POTSDAM'S BEAUTY &
THE BRIDGE OF SPIES
the potsdamer platz bears the name of its neighbor city 
potsdam which borders directly with berlin in the west. 
potsdam is not only known for its beauty, the sanssouci 
palace and the film industry, but also the glienicker 
bridge. three big agent exchanges took place there 
between east and west during the cold war. of course, 
this inspired hollywood and even 

STEVEN SPIELBERG'S 
"BRIDGE OF SPIES" refers  

to it. 

SANSSOUCI PALACE
mbzt, p11����� rwk-2, cc by-sa �.0

moreover, the madness of the 
cold war can be seen here. because 
the political west �west berlin� 
was located in the east here. and, 
thus, the political east �potsdam� 
used to be in the geographical 
west. it’s baffling, isn’t it� 

GLIENICKER BRIDGE
©manfred brückels, cc by-sa �.�

INTERNATIONAL
FILM STUDIOS 
BABELSBERG



back to the potsdamer platz. everything began with a gate to the town. 

THE POTSDAMER GATE was one of 14 city gates of 
berlin. a railroad station was 

opened here in 1838. because of that, the place quickly became a major cargo 
transshipment point. the founding of the german empire in 18�1 lead 
to a huge boom for the place. in a short time many new buildings and 
restaurants emerged. magically, the place attracted hordes of people. 
the nightlife began to flourish. 

left below: bundesarchiv, bild 102-13681, above: willy pragher, berlin leipziger platz, cc-by 3.0 

POTSDAM GATE HOTEL FUERSTENHOF HAUS VATERLAND PSCHORR HAUS

POTSDAM STATIONPALACE HOTEL

HOTEL BELLEVUE

due to the economic upturn, the wealthy elite was drawn to 
the potsdamer platz, that’s why the famous tiergarten villas, 

THE GRAND HOTEL BELLEVUE,    and 

THE PALAST HOTEL were built before the turn of 
the millennium. a bit later, 

THE FÜRSTENHOF and  
the 

HOTEL ESPLANADE were  
opened.  

so, within some decades, a bustling quarter  
had evolved.



EUROPE’S FIRST TRAFFIC LIGHT 
already with the establishment of the berlin potsdam railway station, the potsdamer platz became 
one of the busiest places in europe. with the invention of automobiles and the operation of five 
bus lines, the subway stations, and 26 trams in total, it became a more and more chaotic place. 
more than 20.000 cars and 80.000 people crossed the square every day. it was time to control the 
chaos. therefore, a five-cornered traffic tower was erected in 1�24. it was europe’s first traffic 
light, which became a landmark and a symbol of the pulsating metropolis berlin. 

most people don’t take any notice of it nowadays. but europe’s first traffic light, or at least a 
copy of it, is still located at the potsdamer platz.

VIBRANT DAYS & NIGHTS IN THE ROARING
the potsdamer platz wasn’t only the heart of berlin in the twenties, but also 
the center of europe. because of its shops, restaurants, bars, theaters as well 
as the unique nightlife, people came here from all over the world. 

it was a time of change. the feminist movement gained momentum, which 
women expressed through a new way of self-confidence in fashion, art, 
sports and even in politics. this, and many other developments 
were celebrated in the legendary “haus vaterland” with its 
“rheinterrassen”, the ufa-filmpalast �one of the first movie 
theaters�, and many other locations in berlin. they attracted 
people from far away. here, truely everybody was welcome. 

and so, berlin became the symbol of freedom and openness as 
well as the place to be in that time.

20s

this page: bundesarchiv bild 1�2-�����
left side, above �rd: bundesarchiv bild-p��2���
below left: willy pragher



THE WAR & THE IRON CURTAIN
the potsdamer platz was always in change. the old was cons-
tantly replaced with something new. but world war ii destro-
yed the place almost completely. 

THE REMNANT only the weinhaus huth and 
some parts of the hotel esplanade survived the war. sadly, the 
weinhaus is bordered by new buildings nowadays. one must 

know where to find it to appreciate its beauty. the kaisersaal 
(emperor’s hall) of the hotel esplanade can be found in the sony 

center today. still, banquets and events take place here.

this page: fotothek df pk ����1�� ��1
below: beenaroundawhile, view from axel springer house
right: fotothek df roe-neg ����1�� �1�
middle: roland h. bueb
circle: nancy wong



AFTER THE WAR, the place turned from 
the most tumultuous, 

bustling place in europe into a death zone, the so-called 
no man’s land. the gdr placed the wall exactly along that 
place. therefore, the potsdamer platz became a fringe area 
and one of the most characteristic faces of the iron curtain 
for 28 years.

while nearly all buildings were 

TORN DOWN on the east side, the ruins on the 
western side of the wall were 

removed bit by bit by the west-berlin senat. the remains of the 
vox-haus, the prinz-albrecht-palais, the haus vaterland, and 
the natural history museum were gradually carted off.

THE REUNIFICATION
until 1�8�, the potsdamer platz was the widest 
point in berlin’s death strip. a wasteland. but 
instantly after the fall of the wall, people began 
to address its reconstruction. just ten months 
after that, the potsdamer platz again became a 
popular, vibrant area. in august 1��0 it hosted 
the largest rock concert in history. 

PINK FLOYD gave their legendary 
concert “the wall”. over 

4�0.000 people came to celebrate that event amidst 
the ruins of the potsdamer platz and the wall.

this page: george louis
left side: edward valachovic
circle: bundesarchiv, bild 1��-1���-��22-��2
pink floyd in berlin 1���

view from west-berlin. in the foreground a ghost station of the suburban railway

THE RUIN OF THE 
HAUS VATERLAND

HIGHEST WATCHTOWER



the original club in 2���
pictures: flickr

beate heymann show presented at the new tresor in the power plant, photos: marco kokkot

THE PARTY STARTS
AND GERMAN TECHNO 

CONQUERS THE WORLD
of course, besides all the hurtful effects of the 
berlin wall, it had also something beneficial. 
the wall preserved some very special places 
from the times before and during the war. one 
of them was the TRESOR. 

LOCATED in the leipziger strasse, which crosses the potsdamer 
platz, the old vault of the former department store 

wertheim had been forgotten for almost 30 years. but people from the

BERLIN TECHNO SCENE discovered the mystical
basement full of lock- 

boxes after the reunification. and so, one of the most popular techno 
clubs worldwide was opened here. unfortunately, berlin sold the area 
to a group of investors, who preferred to build offices instead of 
keeping the berlin spirit alive. nonetheless, the berliners are creative, 
and so the club was reopened in a decommissioned track of the combined 
heat and power plant heizkraftwerk berlin-mitte (cogeneration plant 
berlin center) in kreuzberg.
quickly, the new location again turned into a popular spot of the city. 

THE BERLIN FASHION WEEK took place here 
for a long time. 

german and international labels presented their new collections in 

AMAZING SHOWS as well as fashion exhibitions.



SONY CENTER

POTSDAM STATION

an o riginal segment 
of the berlin wall

IN THE 1990S, the potsdamer platz was europe’s 
largest urban construction site. 

it would fill books to write about all obstacles as well as 
achievements in this context. however, the result is the place 
that we know today and it’s certainly a matter of taste if 
you like it or not. 

MOST BERLINERS didn’t like the new 
potsdamer platz at 

first. they had wished to get the old one back. by now 
they more or less accepted it. today the potsdamer platz 
again has restaurants, theatres, cinemas, and cafés. it’s 
also the main venue of the annual berlinale.

DURING THE PROCESS 
of building the architects and constructors paid 
attention to shape the place in a climate-friendly way. 
that’s why one-third of all roofs, about �0.000 square 
meters, are greened. due to the green rooftops, a huge part 
of the rainwater can be absorbed and evaporated afterwards.

f.l.t.r.: avda�avda-foto.de, roger koslowski, shadowgate, tuxyso, marek �liwecki

circle: view from the leipziger strasse
this image: potsdamer platz station



f.l.t.r.: marek �liwecki, 
anteeru, michael j. zirbes, 
manfred Brueckels

in the background: the ritz carlton

GREEN ROOFS

this contributes to the improvement of 

THE CLIMATE OF THE SURROUNDING AREA. 
the water is also saved in tanks and used for watering the green areas around the buildings 
as well as to flush toilettes. this technology reduces the consumption of drinking water. ulti-
mately, 20 million liters are saved each year. 

THE USE OF AIR CONDITIONERS was also renounced. 
instead - like back in the old 

days - you can open the windows and ensure a natural room climate. it is nearly unbelievable 
how easy climate protection can be.  the houses have 

SMART VENTILATION as well as heat-systems. that way, the
heat-storing properties of steel concrete 

can be used to minimize temperature fluctuations. this and other refinements 
lead to a decrease in the energy requirement around 
�0 � compared to conventional air conditioners. 

THE QUARTER potsdamer platz is free of
above-ground delivery

traffic. up to 260 vehicles can drive underground and 
supply the buildings to relieve the road traffic. likewise, 
the waste disposal of thirteen different types of waste 
is done underground and centrally. nevertheless, 
despite all these great accomplishments, there 
is still a great development potential around 
the potsdamer platz to make it as glowing and 
attractive as it once was, 100 years ago.  



BACK TO THE 24. FLOOR OF THE

PANORAMAPUNKT, where we can see most of berlin and 
learn more about it. besides, we can 

find an original piece of the former berlin wall here. but, of course, the 
unique view plays the main role here. it’s even more impressive from the 
2�th floor. here we can admire the entire city through a 

360° PANORAMIC VIEW.  
informative graphics describe what there is to see. 



THE HANSA STUDIOS

THE HANSA STUDIOS can be also seen from the panora-
mapoint. superstars like david bowie 

produced their hits at this place. the studio wasn't only famous because of its 
well-skilled staff and superb sound technology. moreover, it offered an unfor-
gettable view to the berlin wall and the watchtowers. according to the legend, 
bowie was inspired to the notorious lines of his song "heroes" �see left side�, 
when he looked out of the window of studio 1. it's said that he then saw his 
producer tony visconti kissing a girl in the shadow of the wall. 

                   i can remember
        standing, by the wall 
and the guns shot above our heads 
                and we kissed, 
    as though nothing could fall
                                        �heroes, david bowie�



other stories like those of 

DEPECHE MODE, 
NICK CAVE, IGGY POP 
and many others are waiting for 
us to be discovered. 

PHOTO: MARCO KOKKOT / VALEUR MEDIA



an impressive story is about 

U2. they wanted to produce their album in berlin just at the time of the fall of 
the wall and were simply overwhelmed by the events. the world-shaking 

circumstances led to a creative blockade - too much input, too many parties, too 
much everything. the production of the album as well as the future of the band 
was put to a hard test. it seemed that it could be the end for them, but finally, they 
came together in the famous hansa-studios to jam. the result was the song: 

ONE. it’s certainly the most beautiful, intense and emotional song of the 
band. the successful band immortalized their berlin experiences on 

their albums "achtung baby", "zooropa" as well as “zoo tv tour”. zoo stands for 
the bahnhof zoo, which is located in west berlin. also, david bowie is associated 
with this train station. not only because he played a role in the movie "christiane 
f." �german: "wir kinder vom bahnhof zoo", engl.: us kids from station zoo�, but 
also because of his song "heroes", which became the anthem of this bestselling 
film adaptation.   

PHOTO: UNIVERSAL MUSIC



ANHALTER BAHNHOFSOLAR RESTAURANT

if we let our eyes wander we can see the 

SOLAR RESTAURANT,  
 

and the ruin of the once important

ANHALTER BAHNHOF...



TECHNIKMUSEUM

FRIEDRICHSTADT
PALAST GENDARMENMARKT

HACKESCHER
MARKT

WEINMEISTER HOTEL

... and many other places which 
we will be visting in the next 

SEVEN DAYS. TEMPELHOF AIRPORT

KREUZBERG

DDR MUSEUM



from the panoramapunkt we also see the 

FRIDAYS FOR FUTURE 
demonstration at berlin's most popular symbol

THE BRANDENBURG GATE. 
stars from music, film, youtube and other fields 
have come to support this movement, to keep it 
going and growing.



as is well known, the movement began with the young girl 

GRETA THUNBERG, who took to the streets alone in 
stockholm to demonstrate against 

the destruction of our environment. her actions birthed to one of the 
most powerful and most impressive movements of the last 30 years.

people have been campaigning for environmental protection for many 
decades. in germany, it is the green party that has been fighting for it since 
the 1�80s. also, many hollywood films and series have dealt with this topic, 
directly or indirectly. 

therefore, it is to be hoped that in the future the movement will not be dri-
ven forward with constructive ideas and a let's-do-it-together attitude to 

PRESERVE OUR BEAUTIFUL WORLD.



SONY CENTER

WHEN THE WEATHER IS NICE,  
 

a visit to the panoramapunkt is also a good way for 
deceleration and to find calmness. we see the hustle and 
bustle down there on the streets, but at the same time, 
we enjoy the peace and fresh air up here. only the wind 
and a very soft sound coming from the city down there 
can be heard. simply lovely.

EVEN WITH BAD WEATHER, 
it is worth it, because the all-round glazed 

PANORAMA CAFÉ in the puristic 
style of the 30s 

adds delicious sweets and drinks to the lovely view. 

SIMPLY WONDERFUL to relax 
and enjoy. 

in the morning and the evening - depending on the 
season - sunrise and sunset entertain you with impressive 
light play.



BLUE MAN TALK

3RD STOP

THE PANORAMAPUNKT CAFÉ 
is the place where we have an appointment with two equally 
impressive men from whom we want to learn more about their 
life and work: jens fischer rodrian and nadim helow, part of 

THE BLUE MAN GROUP. 



NADIM HELOW 
PERFORMANCE ARTIST 
nadim, percussionist and father of two daughters, has been a 
member of the blue man group for 1� years. of course, after 
such a long time, the blue man group is some kind of family 
for him, it's all about theater. it’s actually not about magic, 
but it becomes magical when the guys appear onstage or 
wherever. nadim loves the special effect created by the 
blue masks. they don't appear to be human anymore, even 
though they still are.

IN REAL LIFE,  there are rules he has to follow - 
just like anybody else. but as soon 

as he wears the mask, it helps him to step into a different 
character - a different identidy. people's perception totally 
changes, and it allows him to act outside of the ordinary. 

THE BLUE MEN are very quiet, but funny in their 
weirdness and frankness. they offer 

a huge spectrum of characteristics.

NADIM explains the special feeling of 
walking through the audience 

and coming very close to the people.
it creates a precious moment, where no differen-
ces between the people count anymore: he then 
only sees their humanity, and their pure joy.

HE TELLS US how important it is for 
the blue man to never 

judge anyone. there is no right or wrong for them. 
a blue man cannot fail. when something seems to fail, 

the funniest and most unpredictable moments can grow 
from there. 

WATCH THE COMPLETE
INTERVIEW HERE



NADIM describes the blue as a very neutral and 
powerful color. actually, every color trig-

gers an association. thus, the idea was to create characters 
that have no age, gender, religion or ethnicity. so, the blue 
man group was born to bring out only the pure humanity. 
besides, the name is a bit misleading, because there are also 

women in the group. 

ONE WOMAN takes part in the 
trainings in 

berlin. but certainly more female talents 
can be seen on the stage in the future.



BESIDES THE BLUE MAN GROUP, 
jens has an own solo project. recently, he has released his new 
album. in general, all members of the blue man group run their 
own projects. it’s a general concept of the show to work with 
half time musicians. 

because in that way, everybody can keep  

OPEN MINDED, which is an advantage 
for the entire team's

CREATIVITY AND INSPIRATION.
OTHERS have to do one single show for several years in 

row. of course, that drags you down and bores 
you after a while. but this concept allows the blue man to always 
be fresh and passionate. and that becomes very tangible for the 
audience in every single show.

JENS FISCHER RODRIAN 
ART DIRECTOR, MUSICIAN 
meanwhile, jens fischer rodrian joins us. the art 
director of the bluemax theater just came from the 
fridays for future demonstration. he he supports the 
younger generations in their commitment to fight for 
the environment.

in his opinion those who say that the people should 
rather go to school or work and demonstrate on 
weekends, didn’t understand the meaning of a strike. 
because, no worker would change their situation with 
a strike during the leisure time. therefore, the students 
have to do it during the regular school time, too. 

“i have two daughters who ask me very hard 
questions. for example, why we didn’t do 
anything before and why we have still no 
tempo limit on the autobahn. germany is 
the only place where you can drive as fast 
as you can. besides the exhaust gases, it has 
another negative ecological effect through 
permanent highway reparations.”

“all what we can do is to help you out, 
because we really fucked it up. i shouldn’t 
have said it, but it’s true.”



THE BLUE MAN GROUP has only one 
face. they 

have no hair, not even ears. of course, they have different 
eyes and, thus, there is some kind of individuality. if we meet 
them on street without makeup, we wouldn't recognize 
them. however, onstage they are stars. not only in germany, 
but also in las vegas and other cities around the world. 

“what we basically do is to put a blue mask on 
the guys, in order to take the social mask away.” 
jens explains: 

“i’ll never forget when my little daugh-
ter met her cousin for the very first 
time. she only spoke german. he only 
spoke english. they sat on the couch 
and looked at each other. after some 

seconds, she blew in his face. and he 
blew back. they did so for half an hour, 

and, in that way, they needed no words 
to get to know each other.”



“this is similar to what the blue man group is doing. it’s all about 
community, and the whole idea of a community is that you come some-
where as a complete stranger. but after an hour or two, or within 
a shorter time, you realize that you aren’t a stranger anymore. 
exactly this is the philosophy of the blue man group: 

COME TO US AS STRANGER AND 
LEAVE US AS A FRIEND.”
jens fischer rodrian

WATCH THE COMPLETE INTERVIEW HERE.

EVEN THOUGH 
the technical part is set by 
daily routine, the performance 
itself is characterized by 

SPONTANEITY  and

IMPROVISATION.

EVERY DAY the team has 
rehearsals 

and a soundcheck. everything 
has to be on point. 



JENS is so kind as to take us behind 
the scenes of the "blue man 

group", where we get a short impres-
sion of the preparation of the show.



A GLIMPSE

4TH STOP

BEHIND THE SCENES



BESIDES THE GIANT ARTISTIC EFFORT 
behind all this, we feel an enormous warmth even behind the scenes. 

EVERYTHING SEEMS FAMILIAR and 
everyone is 

incredibly friendly to each other and us. therefore, we are even more 
thrilled about what awaits us this evening.
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it’s kind of sad that we rarely get to spent more

TIME IN OUR HOTEL ROOM. 
but there are so many unknown things to experience. like 
the blue man group show, which we, of course, want to 
dress well for.

LUCKILY, OUR ROOM offers enough 
space and per-

fect lighting to get ready, put on some makeup and try 
on different outfits. perfect to prepare ourselves for our 
next stop: the blue man group show.



pictures: © red bull
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B FOR BERLIN, 
B FOR BLUE MAN GROUP
the blue man group has continuously been one of 
the most successful shows in berlin for fifteen 
years. today, it’s a permanent establishment of the 
city. that was different fifteen years ago when the 
future of the show was still uncertain. 

"back then everybody called us crazy. a show with 
three blue men on one stage”, uschi neuss, manager 
of stage entertainment germany, recalls.

she continues: "it definitely wasn't risk-free. until 
the premiere the ticket sales were low. and also, a 
german media company spontaneously decided to 
throw a big movie premiere party only 1�� meters 
away. even brad pitt and thomas gottschalk were on 
their guest list. it seemed that our premiere was 
to become a disaster…"
 
but it all came differently. brad pitt left the city the 
next day, the blue man group stayed for fifteen years 
and became an impressive success story of berlin.
the show was so surprisingly unconventional and 
outstanding, that berlin decided it is a perfect fit 
for this city. and that’s how the blue men became 
berliners.

“we would've never dreamt that we’d manage to 
include the blue man group in the cultural world of 
berlin in that way and to put on a show over ���� 
times for people from all over the world.”, says uschi 
neuss.

so, after a big premiere in 2004, they moved into their 
very own theater just three years later. the house 
was specially rebuilt for the show and named: 

BLUEMAX THEATER AT 
THE POTSDAMER PLATZ. 

THE BLUE MAN GROUP IS 
ENTERTAINING, LOUD, ABSURD 
AND, OF COURSE, ALWAYS BLUE.



THE BLUE MAN GROUP is also
involved in social projects like the „world cleanup days“. 

THE SHOW is truly unique. right from the 
start, the audience is set into the 

right spirit by short clips and weird announcements. 
from the beginning on, you forget about the real world 
and dive into an unconventional one.  a world that makes 
you lose all inhibitions and forget all conventions until 
all that is left is pure fun and emotion. for a while, we 
become kids again, play around with perceptions and 
illusions, led by the blue men, who run through the seat 
rows, sometimes picking someone up to join them 
on stage. we must not and do not want to show 
these scenes. now it is on you to find 
out and let yourself be enchanted.

THE COLOR BLUE is the trademark for the blue man group. more than 18.000 kg of 
makeup in total helped to present a perfect show during the last 1� 

years. 20.000 headpieces were used to protect hair and ears and tens of thousands drumsticks were 
replaced over the past years.

THE SHOW was created by three young men in new york in the late 1�80s as an off-off-
broadway show. now it is still shown in their hometown as well as in las vegas, 

orlando, boston and chicago. the group's music has also been nominated for a grammy. 

since the formation, the show has changed and developed. it had to because the blue 
man group holds up a mirror to the world and the world changes as well, uschi neuss.

IN THE FUTURE, the communication between the blue men and the audience gets more 
intense. 120 minutes show means a lot of energy that fills us with real 

joy. the blue man group is an original, which is worth seeing.

an outlay that was worth it: 

FIVE MILLION PEOPLE HAVE ALREADY 
SEEN THE SHOW IN GERMANY, 
35 MILLION WORLDWIDE. 



THE GREAT SHOW BAND  

& THE VALEUR GUIDES 

EMILIE
YANA

BELLA

JIL
OLIVIA

BELINDA
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after dancing and laughing at the show, we are 
completely exhausted and very hungry. it's late. just 
before eleven. one of the many reasons why we chose 
the grand hyatt will close soon. but we hope, the team 
makes an exception for us. the team of the:

VOX RESTAURANT.



THE VOX RESTAURANT'S 
reputation is characterized by a unique atmosphere 
and extraordinary cuisine. we wonder if we will be 
served something to eat this late.



LUCKILY, the restaurant lives up 
to its reputation and 

even allows us to come in shortly before the 
official closing time. the whole team dedicates 
personal time to us and lets us experience 
their concept of "positive dining” - beginning 
with the kitchen, which isn’t hidden behind 
walls. it’s completely open and a part of the 
restaurant; so part of the dining experience is 

seeing the chefs live at work.



A HIGHLIGHT of this unique concept is the 
centuries-old asian cooking 

tradition, where daily meals are appreciated together 
in a group and are essential for the well-being of the 
body and mind. 



THE USE OF CAREFULLY SELECTED
INGREDIENTS, as well as the proper methods of 

preparation, contribute to this. 
great attention is always given to regionality and seasonality.



in front of the

SHOWKITCHEN,
EMILIE AND BELINDA 
enjoy the vox restaurant's atmosphere.



we are lucky to have a man join us, 
who can tell us everything about the 
vox restaurant: HOLGER JOST



HOLGER JOST is the head chef of the vox restaurant. 
he is always on the move and aims to 

find local partners who meet the restaurant's high standards, to help 
provide a wonderful culinary experience for the guests. and all of 
that in an environmentally friendly way. 

HOLGER is not a conventional chef. he works with the heart 
and soul. the asian influence in the menu come from 

him, since he used to live in sri lanka for many years. 

HIS AUTHENTICITY and down-to-earthness are 
very appealing. during our 

conversation, he tells us about the moving moments of his stay in asia.

HOLGER shows
 emilie and belinda 

ORIGINAL WASABI.



"HAVING SEEN SO MUCH SUFFERING AND 
MISERY, IT IS NOT THAT IMPORTANT TO 
YOU, EVEN AS THE HEAD CHEF OF A LUXURY 
KITCHEN, WHETHER THE SPOON IS ON THE 
TABLE IS PUT ONE WAY OR ANOTHER. THERE 
ARE MORE IMPORTANT THINGS." holger jost 



COCONUT 
LEMONGRASS SOUP
scallop, wan tan, soybean 
sprouts & cilantro

"YOU NEED TO TREAT EVERYTHING 
WITH RESPECT - THE ANIMALS AS 
WELL." holger jost



a

BELINDA  enjoys the speciality  
of the vox restaurant

SUSHI PLATE "TAKE"
6 nigiri – ebi, hotategai, maguro, shake, shiromi
4 pieces of avocado philadelphia roll
4 pieces of spicy tuna roll
6 sashimi – maguro, shake

THE STATEMENTS 
before are exactly what makes holger and therefore the 
vox restaurant so likable. the standards here are very 
sophisticated but in a humble kind of way. watch

THE FULL INTERVIEW HERE.
not only to find out everything about the vox restaurant, 
but also about its extremely philanthropic chef. 

A TRUE MUST-ORDER at the vox 
restaurant is the authentic sushi, which is prepared in the 
sight of the guests.

IN THE SUMMERTIME, 
the restaurant’s gorgeous terrace is a hotspot of the 
potsdamer platz. dark rosewood furniture and white 
sailcloth, low wooden tables and two outdoor bars let 
you experience the perfect holiday feeling and escape 
the busy urban world. under the old linden trees, it is 
the ideal place for pleasant summer evenings or a long 
sunday breakfast. in the evenings, it is a popular venue 

for aperitifs, after-work dinner or drinks.



VOX B
AR
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THE SPECIAL THING about this whisky is 
not only its taste - 

which is incredible. it is distilled very close to berlin, in the

SPREEWALD. a german whisky from brandenburg 
with a unique taste. of course, this 

special spirit is strongly limited. like everything in this house, 

IT IS NOT A MASS PRODUCT. 
anyway, it is worth trying it.

whether in spring, summer, autumn or winter – 
right beside the vox restaurant, the place to go 
for the best drinks is 

certainly, the most exclusive drink, which is only 
available here, is THE VOX WHISKY.

THE VOX BAR.



WITH OVER 300 DIFFERENT 
SPIRITS, the vox bar offers one of the 

greatest collections in berlin, 
focused on the finest whiskies in over 1�0 different 
varieties. besides their unique house creation and the 
well-known classics, there are also precious rarities 
such as a 30-year-old ballantine’s and a 26-year-old 
bowmore, matured in french barrique wood. 

THE BAR CHEF also brought some 
exotic and limited bottles 

from his travels. most of them are not distributed in 
germany: such as the irish "method and madness" out of 
virgin hungarian oak.

SPECIAL HIGHLIGHTS 
for experts are the noble spirit flights, which 
can be enjoyed with harmonious chocolate. 

in order to create an even more 

PERSONAL EXPERIENCE,
EACH BARTENDER creates 

their own

SIGNATURE COCKTAIL.



WE ARE LUCKY to be spoiled by 
one of the best 

bartenders in town: RANDY. 

FULL OF CHARM AND 
WIT, he prepares the drinks for us, which 

belong  to the best that we have testet 
so far. in the lounge of the vox bar we chill out 
and after a few moments we start to feel like we 
are in heaven. 

there is more to the evening than being customers 
who get served: we build a real connection and 

EXCHANGE IDEAS AND 
MEMORIES.



THE ENTIRE EXPERIENCE, from the 
food over the drinks to the personal connection, is a unique emotional memory. 

ANOTHER PERK IS THE SMOKER’S LOUNGE, 
which invites you to enjoy high-quality cigars in a pleasant atmosphere. depending on 
availability, cuban cigars from top brands are also offered.



THE BEAUTIFUL 
LOUNGE OF THE
VOX BAR



EMILIE, RANDY, 
HOLGER AND BELINDA 
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THE ROOM 
PRICE INCLUDES 
are mineral water, online-newspa-
pers, magazines as well as the use of

CLUB OLYMPUS
SPA & FITNESS.

AFTER A DELICIOUS DINNER 
AND SOME FINE DRINKS, 
we finish this long and inspiring day in the 

OLYMPIC SPA before we 
will go to bed.



THE SPA is located on the 
8th floor of the 

hotel and offers a magnificent view 
over the rooftops of berlin in the 

NIGHT SKY.



IF THE WEATHER IS FINE, 
THE TERRACE of the club olympus is the right place to 

relax. especially in the early morning or  
late afternoon, it offers a great view over the city including a beautiful 

SUNRISE OR SUNSET. 



A HOT TUB, A SAUNA, 
and a relaxation area welcome us, just like a 

GIANT POOL. whether to exercise 
or to relax, it is a 

great place to finish off the day.



WWW.HYATT.COM



NIGHTCAP 

THE FINAL



an incredibly exciting first day comes to an end, and now our

COZY KING SIZE BED is waiting for 
us. however, as 

it's well known that berlin’s days and nights are long. 

thus, before we fall asleep, max gerweck surprises us 

WITH A NIGHTCAP. the member of 
the 

very hospitable grand hyatt team serves us a 

DELICIOUS CHAMPAGNE.
it tastes amazing and inspires us to 

RECAPITULATE THE DAY. 



WE HAVE LEARNED A LOT 
of new things, and we experienced many funny and 
some serious, thoughtful moments. most importantly, 
we met very inspiring and charming people, who gave 
us the feeling that we are not only welcome here in 
berlin, but - in some way - at home. 

TOMORROW will be again an exciting 
day. but for now it's 

time to sleep. stay tuned and follow us on 

DAY 2 of our discovery through berlin.


