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bella & amy
at the wall

no, this is not a fairytale book. it's still a magazine, based on reality. 
although in some ways the differences between a fairytale and a valeur report aren't 
that big, because exciting stories and interesting people also play a major role for us.

around the world, we can come across exciting, fascinating, frightening, sad, funny and 
authentic stories. stories told by people, who know the values of their home place better 
than anybody else and who give us a better understanding of the one world we all share. 

it is always worth learning more about people, their history 
and traditions, art, culture, passions - their life and their values.

in the daily news, conflicts and bad news are always dominating. however, we 
are sure that we are all more united than we are divided. that’s why we, the 

VALEUR GUIDES, have joined forces to meet impressive 
personalities around the world. 

EDITORIAL
ONCE UPON A TIME IN BERLIN 

THE VISION showing that we all 
share the same home, one world, that is so 
beautiful yet so fragile.

THE MISSION exploring, 
appreciating and preserving the world´s 
diverse values.

let’s start in a city, that is the symbol of 
diversity, unitiy and freedom:

 BERLIN.

therefore, you are invited to join the ONE WORLD DISCOVERY, 
which leads us every month for 7 DAYS  each to a special place around 
			       						                  the globe.

this makes berlin a perfect place to start the

ONE WORLD DISCOVERY. 
of course, � days are not enough to get to know this 
city in detail, because of its complex history. but we can 
point out some things that make berlin unique.

EVERY CITY has its problems, but the 
fascinating part is, that here, all people, no matter their 
religion, culture or origin live in peace, side by side. for 
hundreds of years, a large diversity of people has been 
inspiring each other to great things.

JUST LIKE US, coming from different 
cities and counties, lots of people from all around the 
world are drawn to berlin. 

editor in chief, marco kokkot

lucia, soluna & katherina at the zoo

yana, belinda & emilie 
discover the city

bella, olivia, emilie, jil and belinda in front of a candy bomber
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AS DAY 5 ENDED, THE NEW ONE STARTS AT 
THE COUNTRYSIDE IN THE

ZIETHEN PALACE. AND SINCE THE SUN IS 
SHINING BRIGHTLY TODAY, 

IT’S TIME TO DISCOVER THE AREA OF THE CASTLE BEFORE 
WE GO BACK TO BERLIN.
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IT'S NOT EASY TO GET UP, BECAUSE 

THE FRESH AIR AND THE TRANQUILITY 
OF THIS PLACE AS WELL AS 

THE COZY BED AND ROOM ENSURE ABSOLUTE 
DEEP RELAXATION. HERE, OUR 

SLEEP IS DEEPER, AND WE FEEL WELL-RESTED AND 

REFRESHED. THANKS TO ALL OF THAT, WE 
FEEL HEALTHY AND HAPPY. 



nevertheless, it is time to 

DISCOVER THE HOUSE and the wonderful 
park in the beautiful 

and regenerating sunshine now.

ZEUS, the dog and mascot of the palace, is again the first 
who welcomes us. he and dina visually are forming 

a perfect team, aren’t they� 
most people don't even know their ANCESTORS from 
three generations ago. but, in this castle we can discover 

HUNDREDS OF YEARS of the thüngen’s his-
tory. it's like in a 

museum, but much more personal. 



THE SAMOVARS, PORCELAIN, CRYSTAL, everything 
has an own story. as we have learned, herr von thüngen is a descendant of the legendary

BÜLOW DYNASTY. the family roots traces back to a knight, mentioned 
in a document in 122�. since then, apart from germany, 

the family has become famous from scandinavia to the netherlands and the united kingdom. 
their success can primarily be traced back to the bishops, statesmen, officers, and generals 
of the family. besides, there was a creative family line with authors and composers. the 
most famous of them today is  VICCO VON BÜLOWA.K.A. LORIOT. unfortunately, the great humorist, filmmaker and graphic 
passed away in 2�11. 



ART LIVES ON in herr von thüngen's 
family. the artworks in 

the house and in the park are by his younger 

SISTER JANINE. we find them in the 
dining room and in herr von thüngen's favorite 
room 

it’s an impressive place. the beautiful staircase 
actually comes from the kitchen. as we learned 
yesterday, it’s the oldest one in the federal state. 
howsoever, the library is full of books about 

THE WORLD, herr von thüngen’s favo-
rite literature. he is also 

a true cosmopolitan, who especially appreciates 
the european union. mr. von thüngen sees way 
more advantages than disadvantages, which were 
mainly discussed in the last years. therefore, 
instead of the german flag, the flag of

THE EUROPEAN UNION 
is flying on the roof of the castle.

THE LIBRARY.

MUSA �MIDDLE� 
A SCULPTURE 

BY JANINE VON THÜNGEN



RIGHT NEXT TO THE LIBRARY IS THE 

BÜLOWSAAL �SAAL = HALL, SALOON�, 
WHERE MANY FESTIVITIES TAKE PLACE. 

DINA SHOWS US WHAT SHE IS REMEMBERING 
FROM HER LESSONS.



ALSO, THE MAIN HALL, AND 

THE OTHER ROOMS ARE WORTH SEEING, 
BUT THE SUN IS SHINING 

TOO BEAUTIFUL TO SPEND A LONG TIME IN THE HOUSE. 



THE PALACE IS SURROUNDED BY 

A ROMANTIC PARK, WHICH ISN’T ONLY 
A NICE AREA FOR HOTEL GUESTS. 

EVERYBODY IS WELCOME HERE. THUS, IT’S 
ALSO A 

MEETING POINT AND A PLACE OF RELAXING FOR THE VILLAGERS.



RIGHT NEXT TO THE HOUSE, WE 
FIND 

THREE STONE FIGURES BY JANINE VON THÜNGEN. 
FOR A WHILE, HERR VON THÜNGEN’S YOUNGER SISTER LIVED IN THE VIVID CITY OF

NEW YORK. THERE, SHE STARTED AN ART PROJECT WHICH WAS INSPIRED 
BY THE PEOPLE IN THAT CITY. THE RESULTS ARE THESE

LANDSCAPE SCULPTURES, WHICH IMPRESSIVELY 
EXPRESS THE 

PERSONALITIES OF INDIVIDUALS.



THE NEW YORK PROJECT
JANINE VON THÜNGEN DESCRIBES: 

"FROM A WINDOW ON THE 47TH FLOOR 
WITH A VIEW OF THE CENTRAL PARK IN 
MANHATTAN, THIS SERIES OF SCULPTURES 
WAS CREATED IN-SITU, IN THAT VERY 
MOMENT, OUT OF WET CLAY AND WITHOUT 
ANY STUDIES. ON THE STREETS BELOW, 
THERE IS A COLORFUL, FAST-MOVING SEA 
OF PEOPLE. A CROWD OF PEOPLE WHO ARE 
AS DIVERSE IN THEIR APPEARANCE AS IN 
THEIR BACKGROUND, PROFESSION AND 
CHARACTER. 

EACH PERSON IS UNIQUE 
WITH THEIR OWN STORY. 
AND YET, FROM ABOVE, 
THEY BECOME A UNITY; AN 
IMAGE THAT IS BOTH CONS-
TANT AND CHANGES DAILY. 
THESE FLEETING MOMENTS, 
THESE IMMEDIATE IMPRES-
SIONS ARE FROZEN IN TIME 
IN A HUNDRED SMALL 
SCULPTURES".



JANINE VON THÜNGEN gave three of the sculptures to her 
brother and the ziethen palace. 

LIKE GUARDS the guys protect the 
castle and park with 

IF THEY COULD SPEAK, they could tell us a funny story. 
in their stead, herr von thüngen 

explains to us that sometimes guests are startled when they arrive in the dark 
and they look out of the window. then, they see just three tall shadows and 
call the reception to report that strange creatures are out there. 

OF COURSE, THE GUESTS always laugh when the staff 
clarify the situation.

WWW.JANINEVTHUNGEN.COM

PHOTO: 
ALBERTO 

GUERRI



WHETHER DAY OR NIGHT, DURING 

A WALK THROUGH THE PARK 
WE CAN DISCOVER MANY OTHER THINGS. AMID 

NATURE, WE FIND FOR INSTANCE 
AN OLD ICEHOUSE.



A FORMER ICE HOUSE
THESE BUILDINGS WERE USED TO STORE ICE AND FOOD PRIOR 
TO THE INVENTION OF THE REFRIGERATOR. USUALLY, THEY WERE 
BUILT NEAR TO THE KITCHEN OF THE HOUSE. TODAY, MAINLY 
SPIDERS AND OTHER INSECTS LIVE HERE. THEREFORE, WE ARE 
INCREDIBLY HAPPY ABOUT THE TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT 
AND THE COMFORT THAT WE CAN ENJOY TODAY – WITHOUT 
SPIDERS BETWEEN THE FOOD.



THE PARK IS A PLACE FOR LOVERS. WE CAN IMAGINE 
WELL THAT IT’S A VERY 

ROMANTIC MOMENT WHEN ONE CONFESSES LOVE TO SOMEONE, OR TO MARRY AT 
THIS PLACE. THEREFORE, THE CASTLE AS WELL AS THE PARK ARE, OF COURSE, THE 

PERFECT SETTING FOR A DREAM WEDDING OR ROMANTIC HOURS 
FOR TWO, ESPECIALLY 

IN SPRING AND SUMMER.



A PARK SHOULD BE FULL OF LIFE. IN 2018, WHEN 
HERR VON THÜNGEN 

WALKED THROUGH THE PARK, HE RECOGNIZED MISSING NOISES. THERE WAS 

A STRANGE SILENCE. HE NOTED THE ABSENCE OF BEES, BUMBLEBEES, 
AND OTHER IMPORTANT ANIMALS. THUS,

HE BECAME WORRIED ABOUT NATURE. HENCE, HE 
ORDERED 

50 WILD BEES. TO GIVE THEM A HOME, HE BUILT LITTLE HOUSES IN 
THE WALLS. THERE, THE YOUNG BEES CAN GROW 

AND HOPEFULLY HATCH THIS SPRING AND SUMMER. 

THE APIARIES



THE PARTLY WILD PARK TAKES US INTO A 
WORLD OF ITS OWN. AS IN 

"THE SECRET GARDEN" WE CAN FORGET REALITY FOR A WHILE 
AND BECOME A CHILD AGAIN THAT

ENJOYS THE SIMPLE THINGS AND HAVE PURE FUN. 
THE WARMTH AND THE SUN, 

THE FRESH AIR AND NATURE HELP TO SLOW DOWN THE PACE OF LIFE. THEY GIVE  

A LOT OF ENERGY. ALL OF THIS IS INSPIRING AND JUST STUNNING. 
UNFORTUNATELY, WE HAVE TO LEAVE THE 

ZIETHEN PALACE FOR THIS TIME. THE CITY AWAITS US NOW.



ALTHOUGH WE DIDN'T STAY LONG, WE FEEL 
COMPLETELY 

RECHARGED. IT WAS AMAZING TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE HISTORY 
OF THE CASTLE AND ITS OWNER. OF COURSE, IT WAS ALSO GREAT TO WATCH THE 

FLOCK OF BIRDS IN NATURE (SEE DAY 5). WE HAVE LEARNED HOW IMPORTANT 
IT IS TO TAKE A BREAK FROM TIME TO TIME AND KEEP 

A CLOSE CONNECTION TO NATURE. SOMEWHAT SAD THAT THE 
SHORT EXCURSION IS 

ALREADY COMING TO AN END, BUT ALSO CURIOUS WHAT BERLIN HAS STILL TO OFFER, 

WE NOW SAY GOODBYE TO SWEET ZEUS, HERR VON THÜNGEN 
AND THE PALACE, THAT WE WON’T FORGET 

AND WHICH WE WILL CERTAINLY VISIT SOMEDAY AGAIN.



AS USUAL, WE TAKE THE U- OR S-BAHN, 

THE BERLIN UNDERGROUND OR CITY TRAIN.  
IT MAKES ABSOLUTELY SENSE TO USE THE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION IN BERLIN. 
MOREOVER, IT COULD BE ALSO FUNNY. THE PEOPLE IN BERLIN ARE USUALLY

OPEN-MINDED, AND, THUS, IT’S NOT UNUSUAL THAT A 

FRIENDSHIP OR EVEN 
A LOVE STARTS IN A SUBWAY, TRAM OR BUS. BESIDES, 

WE CAN EASILY REACH EVERY PLACE IN
THE CITY, AND, MOST OF THE TIME, EVEN FASTER THAN BY CAR.

THE BERLIN WALL

2ND STOP
NORDBAHNHOF & BERNAUER STRASSE



WHEN THE WALL DIVIDED BERLIN, 
OF COURSE, IT WAS DIFFERENT. MANY STATIONS BECAME 

GHOST STATIONS. THE TRAINS FROM THE WEST PART DROVE 
THROUGH EAST BERLIN WITHOUT STOPS. 

THE PASSENGERS WERE BARELY ABLE TO SEE THE SOLDIERS WHO 
PATROLLED AT THE STATIONS. THEY MADE IT

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EAST BERLINERS TO FLEE. 



THE NORDBAHNHOF �northern railway station� was one of 
those ghost stations. once known as the 

STETTINER BAHNHOF �stettin or szczecin 
is a city in poland�, 

it was one of the biggest stations at that time. from 
1842, trains from the north-east arrived here or 

departed from here to these areas.

18751875 TODAYTODAY

THE ONLY THINGS which 
remind 

of that time today, are a couple of hidden 
fragments and the former building of the 

SUBURBAN RAILWAY 
which is a beautiful restaurant nowadays.

THE NEW SUBURBAN RAILWAY STATION 
is underground and an important transport hub. in the tunnel there is an

EXHIBITION which shows photos and information about the 
era of the berlin wall. near the steps of the exit 

there is an inlaid sign in the floor which reminds of the time when this

STATION WAS A PART OF THE WALL.

the nordbahnhof is right next to the

BERNAUER STRASSE, which is 
one of the 

most famous places of the division of berlin. will definitely 
be a crucial part of any trip to berlin.



IT SEPARATED THE EASTERN DISTRICT MITTE
FROM THE FAMOUS DISTRICT WEDDING 
AT THE WEST SIDE OF THE CITY. 

MITTE (EAST)

VIEW ALONGSIDE THE WALL TO THE EAST

WEDDING (WEST)



although the houses belonged to the side of the the directly bordering 
street was part of the french sector. this meant that with leaving the 
house one was already in the west. of course, the army of the gdr had 
already started blocking doors and windows. that’s why ida siekmann 
thought that jumping from her apartment window on the third floor

WAS THE ONLY WAY OUT. she jumped before the 
west-berlin fire depart-

ment arrived and got injured so badly that she passed away during the 
drive to the nearest hospital. ida was ultimately the first casualty of 
the wall, that people in east and west had to bemoan.

many people used that opportunity to flee. so did the ��-years old nurse 

IDA SIEKMANN. on the 21st august 1��1, when her house was next in line 
to be cleared, she threw bedding and similar things out 

of the window on the sidewalk to absorb her jump from the third floor.

EAST
WESTWALL

CHURCH OF RECONCILIATION

© YAGOSAGA �ECKHARD ETZOLD�

© BUNDESARCHIV 
BILD 183-33809-0001

IN 1961 DRAMATIC SCENES HAPPENED 
HERE. of course, the wall didn’t arise overnight. however, for the 

population at least, the division of the city took place from one 
day to the other. as the berliners woke up on the 1�th august 1��1, irrelevant 
whether in east or west, they didn’t yet have a clue that this very day would 
change their lives forever. soldiers and officers started clearing houses along 
the southern side of the bernauer strasse, that belonged to the eastern part 
of the city. naturally, because of the street’s size, it took some time.

© ANDREAS SCHWARZKOPF 

FREDERICK II VISITS A WEAVING IN 1753 
BY ADOLPH MENZEL



at this place on the 1�th august the border-guard 

CONRAD SCHUMANN attracted international 
attention and became a 

symbol for the urge to freedom. he was ordered to guard the 
building of the wall directly at the crossover to the bernauer 
strasse. that day the wall was just made of ��cm high barbwire. 
secretly, he tried to push the fence further down with his feet. 

CONRAD'S BEHAVIOR was noticed by west-ber-
lin policemen from 

their truck. they sensed that the east-german was planning 
to flee. thus, they parked their vehicle with opened doors 
closely to the barrier. also, the west-berlin photographer 

PETER LEIBING and cameraman dieter hoffmann 
guessed what would happen. so, 

they focused on the 1�-years old conrad who shortly after 
that, encouraged by the west-berlin police car nearby, prepared 
himself to jump to the west-side. it was highly dangerous. during

HIS JUMP INTO FREEDOM, the young man 
cast off his 

gun. he dropped it onto the ground of the eastern side and jumped 
into the police truck to drive into freedom.

THE PICTURE BECAME A SYMBOL
WORLDWIDE. it stands for the division of berlin as 

well as the wish for liberty until today. 
it also became one of the most famous evidences of

THE PICTURE decorates today the façade of the 
house where conrad did his histo-

rical jump. the building itself is located at the crossroad to 
bernauer strassse. here, on the façade of house number 143,

A SCULPTURE IS PLACED as a memo-
rial of conrad 

schumann's courage and his jump into freedom. 
however, it remains unclear if this brave man has found true 
freedom. he was probably afraid of revenge by the stasi, the 
secret service of the gdr, all his life.  it isn’t proved, if that 
was the reason for his suicide. fact is, that

SCHUMANN HANGED HIMSELF  on the 
��th 

june 1���. he was found by his wife. his bravery will be remem-
bered as well as the fact that a wall cannot separate people 
from each other. it may happen for a while, but

PEOPLE’S THOUGHTS ARE FREE. 

NO WALL WILL EVER PREVENT IT.
THE COLD WAR.



THE COMPLETE SURROUNDING AREA 
OF THE BERNAUER STRASSE IS A HUGE BERLIN WALL

MEMORIAL II MIRRORS 
WHAT HAPPENED HERE 

FROM 1961 TO 1989.



AT FIRST, PEOPLE TRIED TO ESCAPE THROUGH SELF-BUILD TUNNELS. 
INSERTED METAL PLATES ON THE GROUND MAKE UP THEIR COURSE. 
THEY ARE MONUMENTS OF BRAVERY BUT ALSO OF THE DESPAIR 
OF PEOPLE FROM EAST-BERLIN.

over the time it got harder and harder to 
overcome the wall. therefore, people became

VERY CREATIVE. the gdr suf-
fered from 

housing shortage. thus, the buildings along 
the crossing brunnenstrasse couldn’t be 
torn down completely. that’s why the wall

WAS RELATIVELY WEAK 
at that certain place. when we are talking 
about the width, we must acknowledge that 
there wasn’t only one wall. instead, 

TWO WALLS framed the so-called 
no man’s land. in this

DEATH STRIP, watchdogs and 
boarder soldiers 

patrolled. there were many technical alarms 
as well. the well-known and inhuman spring 
guns were not to be found here though. 
they were exclusively installed at the inner 
german border starting from 1��1.

THE MONUMENT IN FRONT OF THE 
CHAPEL OF RECONCILIATION REMINDS 
US OF THE SEPARATION OF FAMILIES, 
LOVERS AND FRIENDS. THE CHURCH 
SURVIED IN THE DEATH STRIP UNTIL 
1985. THEN, IT WAS DEMOLISHED.



there could be many exciting and sad stories be told. 
while some people’s escape succeeded spectacularly, 

many others lost their lives at the wall. even children 
or young girls were among the casualties, like

THE JUST 18 YEARS OLD GIRL 
MARIENETTA JIRKOWSKY. she was shot in 

november 1980 
during her attempt to escape. the last casualty of the wall was 
chris gueffroy, who was shot in june 1989, just 5 months before 
the wall fell forever. 

A MONUMENT shows pictures of all victims. on the 
dates of their death, relatives and the 

staff of the berlin wall memorial lay flowers in the boxes. by that 
their fate will never be forgotten.
each year, flowers are also laid down at the remains of the berlin 
wall on the day of its construction. the berlin wall memorial is 
the only place, where we can find a complete complex of the wall 
including the so-called hinterland wall �a second wall�, the death 
zone and a watchtower.



THE FURTHER COURSE OF 

THE BERLIN WALL IS 
SYMBOLIZED BY

METAL STAKES. IN ADDITION TO 
SHOWING THE 

FORMER PATH, THEY SYMBOLIZE THE 

OPENNESS AND FREEDOM 
OF BERLIN TODAY.



INFORMATION PILLARS ARE LOCATED ACROSS THE 
COMPLETE AREAL. IN MANY 

LANGUAGES, THEY SHOW PEOPLE’S FATES AND FURTHER DETAILS OF 
THE BERLIN WALL.

ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STREET IS 

A VIEWING PLATFORM FROM WHICH WE HAVE
A GEAT VIEW OVER THE 

ENTIRE COMPLEX. IT’S FREE JUST LIKE THE 
EXHIBITION BELOW. 

THIS ALL MAKES IT POSSIBLE TO FEEL THE 

MADNESS AND SPIRIT 
OF THE TIME OF THE WALL EVEN TODAY. 



THE COMPLEX IS A MEMORIAL 
FOR WHAT HAS HAPPENED AND 
THAT IT SHOULD NEVER 
HAPPEN AGAIN.



ONLY A FEW STEPS FURTHER ON, 
THE WALL CURVED TO THE LEFT 
AND SEPARATED THE DISTRICTS PRENZLAUER BERG AND WEDDING. 
THIS TODAY VIVID ROAD SECTION OF THE BERNAUER STRASSE, WAS

A PART OF THE DEATH STRIP UNTIL 1989.

1973 

CIRCLE IMAGE: 
KARL-LUDWIG LANGE

TODAY 



TODAY, THIS DISTRICTS BELONGS TO BERLIN'S 
MOST POPULAR PLACES, BECAUSE OF ITS ARCHITECTURE, 
RESTAURANTS, BARS, CLUBS, SHOPS, AND 

THE MAUERPARK AND 
ITS FLEA MARKET.

MAUERPARK & FLEA MARKET

THE BERLIN WALL

3ND STOP



for many berliners and visitors, a detour to the 

FLEA MARKET IN THE FORMER
NO MAN’S LAND AND DEATH 
STRIP between east and west berlin is a must-do 

when it’s about enjoying a beautiful 
sunday. at the market we can find treasures, bargains 
and curiosities which are offered by students, artists 
and residents. 

WE CAN ALSO ENJOY ONE OF THE BEST COFFEES IN BER-
LIN. NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF ITS HIGH QUALITY, A STOP AT 

CAFE SALIS IS A MUST-VISIT, BUT BECAUSE OF 
SALI, THE COURAGEOUS OWNER 

AND FORMER ATHLETE. SHE ENCHANTS US WITH HER 
HEART AND SOUL (MORE SOON).

OF COURSE, FASHION ALSO PLAYS A ROLE AT THE MARKET.

BELINDA TRIES A LEATHER COAT AND INSTANTLY 
SLIPS INTO KEANU REEVE’S ROLE AS

NEO IN MATRIX.

WWW.CAFESALIS.DE 



WWW.PRINZEN-FALAFEL-BERLIN.DE

A VERY SPECIAL THING IN BERLIN IS THAT WE CAN FIND 

VERY GOOD INTERNATIONAL FOOD 
AT EVERY CORNER AS WELL AS IN BETWEEN. BECAUSE OF 
THE BIG COMPETITION, THE QUALITY IS MAINLY HIGH, 

THE TASTE IS VERY GOOD AND, LAST BUT 
NOT LEAST, 

THE PRICES ARE LOW.  REMARKABLY, WE JUST 
PAY 3 EUROS FOR 

OUR FALAFEL AND EXPERIENCE A VERY FRIENDLY SERIVE. 
IT'S PERFECT, BECAUSE OUR TRIP TODAY HAS JUST BEGAN.



© FRANZ RICHTER

THE MAUERPARK is certainly not comparable to the 
many other beautiful parks in berlin. 

however, it’s still a popular meeting place, especially for young people. 
here, they do sports, they chill out, dance, have fun with friends or, of 
course, prove their talent during a karaoke party in 

THE LEGENDARY AMPHITHEATER. 
in contrast to the east side gallery, which we will visit a bit later, 
here, the graffiti on the remains of the former berlin wall constantly 
change. we can see how the artists reflect current issues 

LIKE THE CORONA CRISIS. through the mauer-
park we reach ano-

ther extremely important place of berlin.
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NOT AS SPECTACULAR, RATHER UNREMARKABLE, 
IS ANOTHER PLACE THAT MADE HISTORY AND IS 
ACTUALLY MORE IMPORTANT THAN ANY OTHER:

THE BORNHOLMER STRASSE. 



HERE, WE FIND ANOTHER SMALLER PART OF 

THE BERLIN WALL. BUT WHEN WE LOOK CLOSER, WE CAN ALSO 
SEE A TIMELINE WHICH PROVERBIAL SHOWS

THE CHRONOLOGY OF NOVEMBER 9, 1989, 
THE DAY OF THE FALL OF THE WALL. 

AFTER HUGE DEMONSTRATIONS, THE GDR GOVERN-
MENT WAS UNDER 

PRESSURE TO FIND A SOLUTION. JUST A FEW WEEKS BEFORE, MANY PEOPLE 
WERE KILLED ON BEIJING'S SQUARE OF HEAVENLY PEACE. THE GDR LEADERS 
TRIED TO AVOID A SIMILAR TRAGEDY. BUT WHAT THEY SHOULD DO?

FOR 28 YEARS, EAST-GERMANS COULD ONLY TRAVEL TO SO-CALLED 
SOCIALIST BROTHER STATES. EVEN THIS WAS 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR MANY. 



© PCITURES:
ABOVE: ARCHI-DE 
THIS: HAGEN PELKA
RIGHT: GERD DANIGEL
MIDDLE SMALL: BUNDESARCHIV BILD 183-1982-0504-421
MIDDLE: BUNDESARCHIV BILD 183-1989-1109-030

THUS, MOST OF THE PEOPLE DEMANDED 

FREEDOM OF TRAVEL AT THE DEMONSTRATIONS IN AUTUMN 
1989. THUS, THE REGIME THOUGHT TO 

EASE RESTRICTIONS WOULD BE A GOOD IDEA TO REGAIN CONTROL. BUT THE 
WHOLE THING WENT WRONG.

GÜNTER SCHABOWSKI, A MEMBER OF THE 
GOVERNMENT, WAS 

BUSY THE ENTIRE DAY OF THE 9TH NOVEMBER. IN THE AFTER-
NOON, HE TOOK PART IN ONE OF THE MANY

PRESS CONFERENCES. HE WAS ASKED TO 
READ A DECLA-

RATION. BUT THERE WAS JUST AN INFORMAL NOTE ON A 
PAPER. BESIDES, SCHABOWSKI WASN’T INFORMED ABOUT

ANY DETAILS OF THE RESOLUTION, AND HE 
READ THE MAGICAL WORDS: 

„PRIVATE TRAVELS ABROAD CAN BE 
REQUESTED WITHOUT ANY REQUIREMENTS. 
THE PERMISSIONS WILL BE GRANTED IN A 
SHORT PERIOD OF TIME.“ 

AS A REPLY TO THE QUESTION OF A JOURNALIST, WHO 
ASKED, WHEN THE NEW RULE WOULD COME INTO FORCE, 

SCHABOWSKI ANSWERED YET TOTALLY UNINFORMED: 

“IMMEDIATELY”.

GÜNTER 
SCHABOWSKI
1929-2015



© PCITURES:
BIG: ROEHRENSEE
LEFT: BUNDESARCHIV BILD 183-1989-1118-018
CIRCLE: BUNDESARCHIV BILD_183-1989-1118-028

HEREAFTER, DESTINY TOOK 
AN UNSTOPPABLE TURN. 
FIRST, HUNDRED, THEN THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE CAME TO 
THE WALL AND THE CHECKPOINTS IN TOWN. ONE OF THE 
MOST IMPORTANT CHECKPOINTS WAS LOCATED IN 

THE BORNHOLMER STRASSE. 

CHECKPOINT

THE BERLIN WALL



© ERIC THE FISH

HERE, THE ALSO UNINFORMED BORDER GUARDS WEREN’T ABLE 
TO CONTROL THE CONTINUOUSLY GROWING MASS OF PEOPLE. THUS, 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL HARALD JÄGER, WHO WAS 
IN CHARGE OF THE CHECK POINT IN THE NIGHT OF THE 9TH NOVEMBER 1989, 

OPENED THE GATE FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE 
1961.

WHEN THE OFFICERS OF THE OTHER CHECKPOINTS HEARD ABOUT THAT, 

THEY ALSO OPENED THEIR GATES. SO, BERLIN
BECAME A FREE CITY AND THE WALL WAS
NEVER CLOSED AGAIN. 

HARALD JÄGER



IT WAS A GREAT SUCCESS, ALSO BECAUSE THE 
DEMONSTRATORS CONTINUOUSLY CHANTED THE SLOGANS: 

“WE ARE THE PEOPLE” AND 
“NO VIOLENCE” DURING THE 

PREVIOUS WEEKS. 



THE EVENT MADE HISTORY AS 

THE FIRST PEACEFUL REVOLUTION THAT 
CHANGED THE WORLD COMPLETELY.



IN THE NIGHT OF THE 9TH NOVEMBER 1989, 
THE FIRST DESTINATION FOR THE MOST BERLINERS WAS THE KURFÜRSTENDAMM, ALSO

CALLED KU’DAMM. NOBODY SLEPT DURING THIS NIGHT, WHICH CHANGED 
THE WORLD FOREVER. THUS, THE KU’DAMM BECAME 

A PUB AND A DANCEFLOOR WHERE COUNTLESS PEOPLE CELEBRATED THE REUNIFICATION 
FOR THE ENTIRE NIGHT.

GO WEST

5TH STOPCHARLOTTENBURG AND KU'DAMM



EVEN BEFORE THE REUNIFICATION, 
THE KU’DAMM WAS AN IMPORTANT PLACE, ALSO,

FOR THE INTERNATIONAL PARTY SCENE. 
BUT FOR MANY EAST-BERLINERS, IT WAS A MAGICAL PLACE, A SYMBOL 
FOR WEALTH AND FREEDOM. SUCH AS THE WEST-BERLINERS SAW THE 
TV-TOWER ALMOST FROM ANY PLACE OF THE CITY, THE EAST-BERLINERS SAW 

THE MERCEDES-STAR ON THE ROOF OF THE 
EUROPE CENTER FROM SOME PLACES OF THEIR TOWN. FOR 

THEM, IT WAS ANOTHER SYMBOL FOR 

LIBERTY AND PROSPERITY.



ANOTHER MAGICAL PLACE 
FOR A LOT OF EAST-GERMANS WAS AND STILL IS THE 

GEDÄCHTNISKIRCHE (KAISER WILLIAM 
MEMORIAL CHURCH) 

CLOSE TO THE EUROPE CENTER. BUT WE WILL COME 
BACK HERE LATER.



OF COURSE, ALSO BEFORE THE WILD PARTY OF THE 9TH NOVEMBER 1989, 
THE KU’DAMM WAS ALWAYS A VIVID PLACE. ACTUALLY, IT’S JUST ONE 
STREET,  BUT MANY PEOPLE CONSIDER THE COMPLETE AREA AS

KU’DAMM, EVEN IF THEY GO TO ANOTHER STREET. 
THIS PLACE WAS ALWAYS A PART OF

WEST BERLIN’S CENTER, AND FULL OF SHOPS, 
HOTELS, THEATERS, 

MUSEUMS, BARS, PUBS, AND, OF COURSE, CLUBS.

ONE OF THEM WAS THE LEGENDARY CLUB 

“DSCHUNGEL” (JUNGLE), WHERE DAVID BOWIE, IGGY POP, 
NICK CAVE, DEPECHE MODE AND MANY OTHER 

INTERNATIONAL STARS AND STARLETS TURNED NIGHTS INTO DAYS. IT 
WAS LOCATED IN THE NÜRNBERGER STRASSE, WHERE ALSO MARLENE 
DIETRICH WENT TO SCHOOL IN HER CHILDHOOD. 



PRECISELY, THE DSCHUNGEL WAS LOCATED 
IN HOUSE NUMBER 53, WHERE WE FIND AN IMPRESSIVE 

HOUSE, WHICH IS DEDICATED TO 

ART AND JAZZ. THE ELLINGTON HOTEL.



ALREADY THE FRONT OF THE BUILDING IMPRESSES WITH ITS 
185-METER-LONG FACADE OF NATURAL 

STONE. THE EYE-CATCHING SHINING BRASS FRAMES OF THE ENTRY SEEM LIKE

A GATE TO THE 20S AND 30S OF THE LAST CENTURY.
DURING THIS TIME WHICH 

WE NOWADAYS CALL THE ROARING TWENTIES THE „HAUS NÜRNBERG” WAS 
OPENED. IT WAS ALSO KNOWN AS THE FEMINA- OR TAUENTZIEN-PALAST.



today, as an architectural jewel, 

THE ELLINGTON persuades with its simplicity, 
whereas the extravagance can be 

found in the details. the name giver of the house is the famous 

JAZZ MUSICIAN DUKE ELLINGTON. 
thus, it’s obviously all about jazz in the 

ELLINGTON HOTEL. 
a reason why the ellington is dedicated to that music genre is that

 JAZZ STARS like louis armstrong, ella fitzgerald 
and, of course, duke ellington perfor-

med here in the 1940s and later.
the homage to jazz is continued in form of an own 

RADIO STUDIO IN THE HOUSE. 
it’s located next to the duke-restaurant. in cooperation 
with jazzradio 106.8, a daily jazz program is broadcasted 
from here. additionally, the radio station and hotel pre-
sent sunday brunches with live music.

© COURTESY THE FRASER MACPHERSON 
ESTATE C_O GUY MACPHERSON
 



THE HOTEL ROOMS APPEAR RATHER 
MINIMALISTIC 

AND IN A MODERN DESIGN. OUR SUITE EVEN HAS 

A BALCONY WITH A NICE VIEW TO THE 

EUROPA-CENTER. 



THE ELLINGTON STAFF surprises us with a very sweet welcome present. 
"sweet" in two ways. on the one hand, because of 

THE INTENTION TO WELCOME US FRIENDLY. 
on the other hand, because of the delicious french 

MACAROONS PYRAMID and 
the

EXQUISITE CHAMPAGNE BY
POMMERY. the luxury french champagne 

house, located in reims, has 
an interesting history. louis-alexandre pommery 
founded pommery at greno as a wood trading 
company in 1���. after his death, his widow, louise, 
overtook the company. under her guidance, it became 
one of the region’s largest champagne brands. 

WHILE ENJOYING 

THE PRECIOUS LIQUID, 
WE RECOGNIZE THAT THE HOTEL PAYS 
A LOT OF ATTENTION TO DETAILS.  



also, regarding our room, 

THE UNIQUNESS is to 
find 

in the details. of course, the room as 
well as the bed are comfortable. but 

the interesting thing is that the 

is reflected here, for example through the black & white 

and other jazz musicians. in total, the ellington offers

285 WELL EQUIPPED ROOMS 

AND SUITES. besides, as already 
mentioned, 

THE CLOU IS that the hotel 
is directly

located in the most important shop-
ping mile of the city. just around the 
corner are the kadewe and count-
less stores and designer boutiques, 
even of well-known labels like 
gucci or bulgar. but we will come 
back to that later. 

CENTRAL THEME “JAZZ”
PICTURES OF DUKE ELLINGTON 



IT’S JUST A SHORT WALK FROM THE 
ELLINGTON HOTEL TO 

THE WITTENBERGPLATZ, WHERE WE FIND ONE 
OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 

UNDERGROUND STATIONS OF BERLIN. MOREOVER, IT’S 

ONE OF THE OLDEST. 
NÜRNBERGER STRASSE

KADEWE
GEDÄCHTNISKIRCHE



IN 1902, the station 
wittenbergplatz was opened 

FOR THE CITY'S FIRST SUBWAY 
LINE, the then line 1, today u1. still, it is the only underg-

round station with � adjacent tracks. of course, this 
fact sometimes causes confusion among visitors, and even ber-
liners. anyway, it seems like 

TIME STOOD STILL HERE. everything, the 
ticket counters, 

the small shops and also the posters, are reminiscent of the time

120 YEARS AGO. when we take the u1 eastwards, 
we embark on a short journey 

through time, because this section of the route is 

THE OLDEST IN BERLIN. 

INTRESTINGLY THE ACTUAL SUBWAY RUNS AS AN 

ELEVATED RAILWAY HERE. SO, DURING THE RATHER 
SLOW RIDE, WE CAN GAZE AT 

THE MANY FACETS OF BERLIN THROUGH THE WINDOW.

© MANFRED BRÜCKELS

the uhlandstrasse was and is the first �final� station of the u1



© LIENHARD SCHULZ

THEREBY, WE PASS THE 

GLEISDREIECK, WHERE THE PREMIUM, THE BIGGEST EXHIBITION 
DURING THE FASHION WEEK, ATTRACTS USUALLY 

HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF INTERNATIONAL GUESTS IN GOOD TIMES. 

WE SEE THE PARK, WHERE PEOPLE MEET FOR SPORTS, 
PICNIC OR PARTIES.  



© JÖRG MOLLOWITZ

THE TRAIN PASSES THE 

MÖCKERNBRÜCKE, WHICH, LIKE THE 
GLEISDREIECK, IS VERY 

CLOSE LOCATED TO THE MUSEUM OF TECHNOLOGY (DAY 3). 



A TRAGEDY TOOK PLACE ON 26 SEPTEMBER 1908 
AT THE GLEISDREIECK WHEN KARL SCHREIBER, THE DRIVER OF THE TRAIN 

COMING FROM THE EAST (LEIPZIGER PLATZ),

OVERLOOKED A STOP SIGNAL. THUS, WITHOUT SLOWING DOWN, HE 
STEERED HIS TRAIN INTO THE OTHER COMING 

FROM THE WEST. NEITHER HE NOR HIS PASSENGERS SUSTAINED SERIOUS INJURES. BUT ONE OF 

THE OTHER TRAIN'S CARRIAGES PLUNGED 10 METERS 
TO THE GROUND. UNFORTUNATELY, HE LANDED ON THE ROOF. THEREFORE, 

THE 17-TONNE CHASSIS CRUSHED THE WAGON AND ITS OCCUPANTS.

20 PEOPLE LOST THEIR LIVES AND 18 WERE INJURED. KARL SCHREIBER WERE 
BLAMED AND DETAINED. LATER, AS A KIND OF 

PROBATION, HE HAD TO GO TO WORLD WAR I. BUT FROM THERE, HE NEVER CAME BACK.



SCHLESISCHES TOR TODAY

© CONTEMPO ZEITRAFFER

SCHLESISCHES TOR 1911

KOTTBUSSER TOR 1902

BÜLOWSTRASSE

THE RIDE GOES ACROSS THE KOTTBUSSER TOR TO THE 

SCHLESISCHES TOR (SILESIAN GATE) AND FINALLY OVER 
THE FAMOUS OBERBAUMBRÜCKE TO THE

TERMINUS, THE WARSCHAUER STRASSE (WARSAW STREET).



© SARAH JANE

© SOL OCTOBRIS

THE OBERBAUMBRÜCKE 
isn’t only a true eye-catcher, but also 
a historical gem. its history traces back 
to the 1�th century, the time when berlin 
grew to a metropolis. as a customs barrier, it was a 

GATEWAY TO THE CITY, which was 
blocked every 

evening by a tree �german = baum�. this way, no ships could 
enter the city. down the river there was the unterbaum-
brücke �unten = down� and upstream the oberbaumbrücke 
�oben = up�. the construction of the bridge as it's known  
today began in 1���. originally, two bridges were planned. 
one for pedestrian traffic, the other for the trains. but 
it has been decided to build just one bridge for all. hence,

1902, BERLIN'S FIRST LIGHT
RAIL, the line 1 �u1�, crossed the bridge for 

the first time.



DURING THE BERLIN DIVISION, 
THE OBERBAUMBRÜCKE WAS PART 

OF THE 
BETWEEN EAST AND WEST. THE COLUMNS, WHICH CARRY THE SUBWAY TRACKS EVEN TODAY, WERE 
THEN LOCATED IN THE AMERICAN SECTOR. THAT IS WHY THE TRAIN SERVICE TO THE EAST ENDED HERE. 
DUE TO THE NEARBY OSTBAHNHOF, THIS PLACE OF EAST BERLIN WAS CONSTANTLY VERY CROWDED. 
THEREFORE, THE DIVISION OF THE CITY WAS PARTICULARLY CLEARLY PERCEIVED HERE. THE EAST SIDE GALLERY.

BORDER FORTIFICATIONS
NOWADAYS, IT’S A PLACE OF INTERNATIONAL 

ATTRACTION. BECAUSE, HERE 
THE LONGEST STRIP OF THE BERLIN WALL HAS SURVI-
VED THE TIME:

© TÚRELIO

UNIVERSAL MUSIC

KREUZBERG

FRIEDRICHSHAIN
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IN ADDITION TO THE PUBLIC TRANSPORT, 
A SCOOTER IS A GOOD CHOICE FOR 
A DISCOVERY OF BERLIN'S 
HISTORICAL PLACES.



THE PLACE, THAT BELONGS 
TO EVERY BERLIN TRIP IS 

THE EAST SIDE GALLERY.
EVEN THOUGH IT DOESN’T REALLY REFLECT 

THE ORIGINAL FEELING 
OF THE FORMER DIVISION, IT STANDS FOR

BERLIN’S TODAY’S FREEDOM.
IT'S LOCATED AT THE FORMER BORDER BETWEEN 

THE TWO HIP DISTRICTS 
FRIEDRICHSHAIN AND KREUZBERG, WHICH 
NOWADAYS FORM ONE DISTRICT.

ITS A FACT,



THIS AREA belongs to the most 
vibrant places of berlin. 

ALONG THE RIVERSIDE we find 
a lots of 

ACCOMMODATIONS (EVEN ON BOATS), 

PUBS, BARS, RESTAURANTS, and, of course, 
countless unique

CLUBS, such as the legendary raw area or the berghain. further-
more, many international companies have branches here. 

UNIVERSAL MUSIC'S HEADQUARTER is surely 
the biggest in 

the area. howsoever, the east side gallery – as the name says it already – belonged 
to the eastern part of berlin. since the fall of the berlin wall in 1���, very creative 

GRAFFITI decorate the wall. hence, the complex became a symbol of the city. 
celebrities from all around the world come to visit this place.  

but it must be pointed out that it is a very touristic place. for example, 

THE GRAFFITI ARE ON THE WRONG SIDE!

WHAT IS MULTICOLORED TODAY WAS ONCE SPOTLESSLY 
WHITE. THE WALL WAS

CONSTANTLY PAINTED WHITE. HOWEVER, THIS WASN'T FOR 
AESTHETIC REASONS, BUT

TO CATCH PEOPLE WHO TRIED TO FLEE. THEIR SILHOUETTES WERE EASIER 
TO RECOGNIZE IN FRONT OF A BRIGHT WALL AT NIGHT. 

ANYHOW, THE EAST SIDE GALLERY IS A POPULAR MEETING 
POINT FOR THOUSANDS 

OF PEOPLE IN SUMMER. DESPITE THE KITSCH, THE PLACE HAS SOMETHING SPECIAL. 



WHAT WAS ONCE A PLACE OF SEPARATION AND 
SORROW, BECAME AN AREA, WHERE ALL 
NATIONS, CULTURES, AND RELIGIONS COME
TOGETHER IN PEACE AND HAPPINESS NOWADAYS. 

THIS PROVES, THAT PLACES OF 
CONTRASTS CAN TURN INTO PLACES OF COMMUNITY. 

IT ONLY DEPENDS ON THE PEOPLE.



ESPECIALLY, IN WARM SUMMER EVENINGS IT’S VERY NICE 
HERE, BECAUSE 

THE WALL STILL DIVIDES SOMETHING UNTIL TODAY. 
IT SEPARATES THE STREET NOISES FROM THE RIVERSIDE. THUS, APART FROM THE NOISES OF 
THE BOATS AND SOMETIMES SOME MUSIC PLAYED BY THE PEOPLE, IT’S VERY QUIET HERE. 

LET US RECALL: WE ARE STILL IN THE MIDDLE OF 
THE CITY. THEREFORE, WE CAN RELAX HERE WITH A BEER OR WINE, OR, OF COURSE, 

A NON-ALCOHOLIC DRINK. WE CAN READ A BOOK, LISTEN TO MUSIC �BUT 
ONLY WITH HEADPHONES, TO AVOID DISTURBING OTHERS� OR WE CAN SIMPLY CHAT WITH 
FRIENDS. IN THAT WAY, WE CAN PREPARE US FOR CITY’S NIGHTLIFE. BUT BEFORE, WE CAN 
USE THE EVENING FOR AN INFORMATIVE AND ENTERTAINING VISIT OF ONE OF 

BERLIN’S IMPRESSIVE MUSEUMS. 



DDR MUSEUM

7TH STOP

FROM TRABI TO PLATTENBAU

THAT CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL 
INSTITUTIONS AREN’T BORING AT ALL SHOWS 

THE DDR MUSEUM. MOREOVER, IT 
SHOWS, THAT 

EDUCATION CAN BE FUN.



OF COURSE, WE MAY THINK THAT 

WE HAVE ALREADY LEARNED EVERYTHING 
IN SCHOOL. BUT, DURING OUR TRIP THROUGH BERLIN WE ALREADY 

EXPERIENCED, THAT EVERY HISTORY INCLUDES SEVERAL 
SIDE STORIES. MOST OF THEM ARE VERY PERSONAL AND EMOTIONAL. HENCE, 
WHEN WE OPEN OUR HEART AND SOUL, IT’S MUCH EASIER TO LEARN AND 
UNDERSTAND THINGS EVEN IF THEY HAPPENED A LONG TIME AGO.



PRECISELY THIS IS THE APPROACH OF THE DDR MUSEUM. IT EXHIBITS 

OBJECTS OF THE GDR’S EVERYDAY LIFE 
FROM THE TIME BETWEEN 1961 AND 1989. HOWEVER, WHILE 
MOST MUSEUMS PROHIBIT TO TOUCH THE EXHIBITS, 

ALMOST EVERYTHING CAN BE TOUCHED 
OR TESTED IN THE DDR MUSEUM. THIS CREATES RELATION, CLOSENESS, 
EMOTION AND, THUS, A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING.

AMY HAS BRITISH ROOTS AND LIVED 
IN AUSTRALIA FOR A WHILE. NOW, SHE 
LIVES IN BERLIN AND LOVES TO LEARN 

MORE ABOUT HER NEW HOME PLACE.



ONE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS 
IS ALREADY PLACED RIGHT NEXT TO THE ENTRANCE: 

AN EXCITING TRABI SIMULATION. THE TRABI, 
AS THE 

TRABANT WAS AND STILL IS COLLOQUIALLY CALLED, WAS THE 

MOST DRIVEN CAR IN THE GDR.



© TÚRELIO

THE REASON FOR THIS WAS NOT ITS QUALITY, 
but a lack of alternatives. sure, there were other cars like the wartburg, lada or volga. 

but for the average citizen it was very difficult to get hold one of them. besides, 

THEY WERE ALMOST UNAFFORDABLE. 
EVEN A TRABI WAS DISPROPORTIONATELY 
EXPENSIVE compared to products of everyday life. a new car cost 

about 10,000 mark, including a 10-year waiting period. 
for those who didn't want to wait, there were allegedly offers of 30,000 mark. 

THE EXTREMELY LONG WAITING PERIOD
WAS A REASON, why people payed a lot of money for used 

cars. it happened that a 10-year old trabi 
was sold for 16,000 marks, 160� of the price of a new model. people paid 
for it and were happy to have a car at all. 

probably, the most popular trabi fans were 

THE IRISH BAND U2. in videos like "one", 
of the album release 

ACHTUNG BABY, bono, and the others 
drove in painted trabis

THROUGH BERLIN. the paintings were 
made by different 

berlin artists. one of them was kiddy citny. further-
more, the famous east car played a role on u2's 

ZOO TV TOUR 1992�93. today, one of these 
models can be found in the 

hard rock café berlin. 

SOME PUBLISHERS "STARTED" 
ALSO WITH A TRABI.

THE ZOO TV TOUR MODEL IN 

THE HARD ROCK CAFÉ BERLIN
© BERIT FROM REDHILL SURREY 



BUT NOT ONLY CARS WERE HARDLY AFFORDABLE. 

EVEN TVS, STEREOS, TURNTABLES, TAPES, 
MODERN INSTRUMENTS OR COFFEE WERE EXTRAORDINARILY 

EXPENSIVE. HOWEVER, 
ROLLS COST 0,05 MARKS, A BREAD 0,50 MARKS, A TRAM TICKET 0,10 MARKS AND A MONTH 
TICKET 5 MARKS. MOREOVER, AN OLD FLAT COST ABOUT 25 MARKS AND LUCKY PEOPLE 
WHO GOT A NEW 3 ROOM FLAT PAYED ABOUT 70 MARKS FOR IT.

A TV LIKE THIS 
COST UP TO 

6,900 MARK



BY THE WAY, A SALESWOMAN HAD AN 
AVERAGE INCOME OF ABOUT 600 MARK PER MONTH. 

AN ENGINEER EARNED 850 MARK ON 
AVERAGE. A CONSTRUCTION WORKER, IT'S HARD TO BELIEVE, BROUGHT 
ABOUT 1,350 MARKS HOME. SO, THEY EARNED MORE AS THEIR STUDIED 
COLLEAGUES. THAT CONFIRMS THE OLD WISDOM: „HANDWERK HAT 
GOLDENEN BODEN“ (A TRADE IN HAND FINDS GOLD IN EVERY LAND).



SO, APART FROM THE HARD WORK,  
THE RESTRICTIONS AND THE LACK OF
LUXURY IT SEEMS THAT LIFE IN THE GDR WAS SIMPLE BUT NICE. 

NOBODY WAS SUFFERING FROM HUNGER OR HAD TO 
FEAR TO BE UNEMPLOYED OR UNABLE TO PAY THE MONTHLY BILLS.

BUT, OF COURSE, NOBODY WAS TRULY
FREE. MOREOVER, IT WAS HARDLY POSSIBLE FOR YOUNG PEO-

PLE TO FULFIL THEIR DREAMS AND, FOR EXAMPLE, 

TO PLAY MUSIC, TO TRAVEL OR NEITHER TO 
DRIVE AN OWN 

TRABI NOR ANY OTHER CAR. 



THE TRABI IS VERY NARROW. THUS, IT WAS VERY 
FUNNY TO OBSERVE 

BIGGER FAMILIES OR TALLER PEOPLE WHEN THEY TRIED TO TAKE A SEAT 
IN THE CAR TO GO ON A WEEKEND TRIP OR ON VACATION.

IT’S TIME FOR US TO TAKE AGAIN A SEAT
IN THAT ICONIC CAR. THE TRABI OF THE 
DDR MUSEUM ISN’T JUST AN EXHIBITION
PIECE. IT’S A DRIVING SIMULATOR.  
EVEN WITHOUT ANY DRIVER’S LICENSE WE HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO

DRIVE THROUGH A TYPICAL RESIDENTIAL
AREA OF THE GDR. THE ANIMATION WAS DESIGNED WITH 

ATTENTION TO DETAIL, SO WE GET A 
FEELING ABOUT THE REAL LIFE IN EAST BERLIN.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD WE RACE THROUGH 
IS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE HUGE CONCRETE SETTLEMENTS THAT SHAPED 
THE FACE OF THE GDR FROM THE 1970S ONWARDS. THEY WERE INTENDED 
TO COUNTERACT THE CONSTANTLY GROWING HOUSING SHORTAGE.



EACH ENTRANCE OF THE BUILDINGS offered flats for about 
40 families and singles. 

usually, there were two sections with up to 22 apartments each. in the middle of the stair-
cases there were metal nets installed to protect people from falling.

IN THE MEZZANINES there were elevators and so-called garbage 
chutes. on these floors were mostly the 

one-room apartments, where mostly young singles or elderly people lived. 
even though there was a lot of criticism of these buildings and many considered 
them ugly, the complexes of buildings also offered a lot of advantages. 

ON THE ONE HAND, they were much more comfortable than the 
old buildings, which were completely un-re-

furbished and often run-down at that time. most of them still had the toilets in 
the staircase or even in the yard. on the other hand, the concrete settlements 
were small towns of their own. the personal, social contact of the people was 
very tight in the former gdr. what we today experience as a social network only 
virtually, was practiced in the gdr every day.

IT WAS ESSENTIAL, because of the so-called economy of scar-
city. there was, of course, enough food, 

and the most necessary things to live were available. nobody was in need. but, 
as mentioned before, there was a shortage of things to make life more comfor-
table and beautiful. so even certain wallpapers were in short supply. 

IN THE PLATTENBAUTEN, however, a welder lived on 
one floor, an electrician on 

the other, a painter or a saleswoman on the next. together they were able 
to face the problems caused by the gdr's mismanagement. the bricklayer 
helped the painter to pave the access road to his weekend cottage and to 
obtain the necessary stones. the painter helped the bricklayer to deco-
rate his house and to get the necessary wood-chip wallpaper. mean-
while, their children played on spacious playgrounds or well-educated 
teachers took care of them in theKINDERGARTEN.

© GUNNAR KLACK

PICTURE CIRCLE 
© JÖRG BLOBELT



DESPITE CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS, LIFE WAS BY NO MEANS 
BAD IN THE GDR. ESPECIALLY FOR CHILDREN A LOT WAS DONE. 

THE EDUCATION SYSTEM OF THE GDR 
WAS EXCELLENT. HOWEVER, ANYONE WHO ASPIRED 

TO GET HIGHER EDUCATION, SUCH 
AS A UNIVERSITY DEGREE, HAD TO CONFORM WITH THE SYSTEM. 
FOR CRITICS OF THE SYSTEM, IT WAS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO GO 
TO A GOOD UNIVERSITY.

THESE FIGURES ARE PUPPETS OF THE EAST-GER-
MAN BEDTIME TELEVISION PROGRAM UNSER 
SANDMÄNNCHEN, THE MOST POPULAR CHILD-
REN'S SHOW UNTIL TODAY. EVERY DAY, SWEET STO-
RIES ARE TOLD BY FANCIFUL CHARACTERS. MAINLY, 
THE STORIES HAVE AN EDUCATIONAL CORE. SO, 
THE CHILDREN HAVE FUN AND LEARN IMPORTANT 
THINGS AT THE SAME TIME. THE FIGURE SAND-
MANN (SANDMAN) WAS ORIGINALLY INSPIRED BY 
HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN'S OLE LUKÉJE.



THE MAIN COURSES OF STUDY WERE ENGINEE-
RING, AGRICULTURE AND 

SIMILAR DISCIPLINES. CREATIVE COURSES WERE ONCE AGAIN 
RARE AND, THUS, ONLY ACCESSIBLE TO A PRIVILEGED FEW.



NEVERTHELESS, THE GENERAL SCHOOL SYSTEM 
WAS EXCELLENT IN THE GDR. THERE WERE SATURDAY CLASSES, 

EXCITING SUBJECTS SUCH AS 

ASTRONOMY AND, OF COURSE, INTENSIVE 

ENCOURAGEMENT 
FOR SPORTS. 



THE SUCCESSFUL ATHLETES were after all the figureheads of 
the gdr. sport competitions gave the 

otherwise unacknowledged country the chance to appear on an international stage. 

THE GDR'S ATHLETES BELONGED TO THE BEST 

WORLDWIDE. unfortunately, this was often achieved not only through 
an intensive training but also through doping. therefore, 

some of the athletes still suffer from the aftermath of their active time. this was, 

OF COURSE, A HUGE STAIN ON THE SPORTS 
POLICY OF THE GDR. nevertheless, the promotion of popular 

sports should be considered positively. 
people were able to live out their passion and talent in clubs, which were usually 
free of charge. not only football was supported, as it is sadly the case today. 

from discus throwing, gymnastics, wrestling, boxing to speed skating and, of 
course, figure skating. the latter was the platform of the most famous face of 
gdr sports: 

even though she was accused of having a close relationship with the govern-
ment of the gdr and preferential treatment by the latter, the two-time 

OLYMPIC CHAMPION still enchants with her presence 
and impresses with her sporting 

achievements. she has earned success, because she had worked very hard 
for it. 

ALL KINDS OF SPORTS WERE FOSTERED. 

KATARINA WITT.

THUS, SHE DESERVES OUR RESPECT.PICTURES © ABOVE: ZIP2.0 
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THE DDR MUSEUM IS NOT ONLY 
INFORMATIVE, BUT ALSO VERY ENTERTAINING. 
IN THE KINDERGARTEN WE CAN DIVE DEEPER INTO EAST GERMANY’S 

HISTORY. IT REMINDS US THAT THE GDR ALSO 
OFFERED MANY ADVANTAGES IN THIS RESPECT. WHILE BACK THEN 

EVERY CHILD HAD BEEN ENTITLED TO A PLACE 
IN A KINDERGARTEN, TODAY YOUNG MOTHERS MUST REGISTER ON 

WAITING LISTS AND PAY LARGE SUMS OF MONEY 
TO PLACE THEIR CHILD IN A KINDERGARTEN. MODERN ECONOMY OF 

SCARCITY Á LA WEST.



IN THE DDR MUSEUM WE ALSO FIND AN AREA 
THAT DEALS WITH ANOTHER 

PECULIARITY IN GDR’S EVERYDAY LIFE, ESPECIALLY IN SUMMER: 

IN GERMAN IT’S CALLED: FKK, WHICH MEANS FREE BODY 
CULTURE. IT STANDS FOR THE FACT 

THAT PEOPLE LIKED TO BATHE NAKED IN THOSE DAYS. IT WAS MAINLY FOR HEALTH REASONS, 
BECAUSE TO NOT HAVE WET FABRICS ON THE SKIN AFTER SWIMMING. THE WIND AND THE 
SUN COULD PAMPER THE WHOLE BODY. IN SOME PLACES, HOWEVER, 

THIS CULTURE ALSO HAD EROTIC ASPECTS. ESPECIALLY 
AMONG 

YOUNGER PEOPLE, WHO COULD HAVE THEIR FIRST SEXUAL EXPERIENCES SO EASILY. 

FKK STILL BELONGS TO THE EVERYDAY LIFE 
IN EASTERN PARTS OF GERMANY. 

NUDISM.

© BUNDESARCHIV BILD 183-1983-0815-302



IN THE AREA OF THE DDR MUSEUM WHICH IS 

DEDICATED TO POLITICS, 
WE FIND THE DESK OF A FICTITIOUS LEADER.



while the political functionaries had several 

TELEPHONES, private households usually did not even have a 
single one at their disposal. on the one hand, of 

course, the economy of scarcity was responsible for this. on the other hand,

IT WAS EASIER FOR THE STASI to monitor people. 
if they wanted to 

make a call to the west, they had to go to the post office to register and wait 
several hours, sometimes even days. enough time for the secret service to initiate 

AN INTERCEPTION of the conversation. the mobile phones of that 
time were classic phone booths, but they were 

usually out of order. furthermore, it wasn't possible to make a call to the west 
with them. back at the desk. when we pick up one of the telephone receivers, a voice 

explains more about the everyday life of these feared and hated officials.

STASI.
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"GREETINGS TO THE LISTENERS" WAS A COMMON FAREWELL TO END A PHONE 
CALL TO THE WEST, SINCE ALMOST EVERY ONE WAS INTERCEPTED BY THE SECRET SERVICE 
"MINISTERIUM FÜR STAATSSICHERHEIT", IN SHORT: 

ERICH MIELKE (PHOTOS IN CIRCLES) WAS THE HEAD OF THE MINISTRY FOR STATE 
SECURITY. HE WAS ONE OF THE MOST HATED POLITICS OF THE 

GDR. AFTER THE FALL OF THE WALL HE DECLARED DURING AN OFFICIAL PARTY CONFERENCE: 
"I LOVE ALL - ALL HUMANITY! I STILL STAND UP FOR IT!". 
THE ANSWER WAS LOUD LAUGHTER.



JUST OPPOSITE WE FIND AN INTERROGATION ROOM. BELLA PRES-
SES HER ELBOWS ON THE TABLE, AND SOUND WAVES ARE TRANSMITTED THROUGH 
HER BONES. SO, SHE CAN “LISTEN” TO AN INTERROGATION IN THAT WAY, WHICH IS

OPPRESSIVE AND EXCITING AT THE SAME TIME.
THE PRISON CELL RIGHT BESIDE IT IS JUST AS OPPRESSIVE. ALTHOUGH 

SLEEP AND HYGIENE HAVE BEEN ENSURED, WE KNOW 
THAT THE PEOPLE WHO WERE IMPRISONED HERE WERE BY NO MEANS CRIMINALS.

THEY WERE PEOPLE LIKE US WHO HAD TO PAY FOR THEIR 
DESIRE FOR FREEDOM WITH A 

PRISON SENTENCE. 

PERHAPS THEY WANTED TO FLEE ACROSS THE 
BORDER, PERHAPS THEY HANDED OUT LEAFLETS OR APPLIED FOR AN EXIT 

VISA. MAYBE THEY WERE JUST EXPRESSING THEIR OPINION. THAT 
IS WHY WE CAN BE GLAD TODAY THAT ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT VALUES, 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION, IS GUARANTEED BY LAW. WE 
SHOULD CONTINUE TO ADVOCATE 

THAT ALL PEOPLE SHOULD BE ABLE TO ENJOY THIS FREEDOM AND THAT IT SHOULD 
NOT BE CURTAILED FOR US EITHER, FOR EXAMPLE BY NONSENSICAL LAWS RESTRIC-
TING THE USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS.



THE FACT THAT SOCIALISM PROVIDED THAT ALL PEOPLE WERE EQUAL, 

BUT THAT SOME WERE MORE EQUAL THAN OTHERS, 
IS SHOWN BY A POLITICIAN'S CAR. IN A SLIGHTLY MODIFIED 

VOLVO LIKE THIS ONE,

ERICH HONECKER, THE HEAD OF THE GDR, AND THE MINISTERS DROVE TO 
THEIR VILLAS IN THE SUBURBS OF BERLIN. OF COURSE, 

A VOLVO WAS A LUXURY CAR EVEN FOR PEOPLE FROM WEST-BERLIN. BUT FOR THEM, 
IT WASN'T SOMETHING SPECIAL. HOWEVER, IT WAS COMPLETELY DIFFE-

RENT IN THE GDR. OF COURSE, COMPARED WITH A TRABI THESE CARS WERE EXCEPTIONAL 
VEHICLES. THUS, WHEN EAST GERMAN CHILDREN SAW ONE OF THESE LUXURIOUS AUTOMO-
BILES, THEY LOOKED AT THEM AS THEY WOULD SEE A SPACESHIP 

FROM ANOTHER PLANET.



ONE ROOM FURTHER ON WE FIND 

A LISTENING ROOM. 
THE GERMAN OSCAR-WINNING FILM 

THE LIVES OF OTHERS 
("DAS LEBEN DER ANDEREN") SHOWS 
IMPRESSIVELY THE PROCEDURE OF A MOSTLY  

INTIMATE OBSERVATION. 
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THAT LIFE IN THE GDR WAS VERY BASIC, BUT ALSO 

COLORFUL AND PLEASANT, WE EXPERIENCE WHEN WE WALK 
THROUGH AN ELEVATOR OF THE GDR. 

HERE WE CAN ALSO PLAY A DING DONG DITCH. MOREOVER, WE FIND A TYPICAL 

GDR APARTMENT, FROM THE LIVING ROOM TO THE CHILDREN'S ROOM. IT'S 
GREAT HOW WE CAN LOOK THROUGH THE WINDOWS

TO THE COURTYARD OF A TYPICAL PREFABRICATED
HOUSING ESTATE. THE ANIMATION FOLLOWS THE COURSE OF THE DAY, 

FROM DAWN TILL NIGHT.



IN THE LIVING ROOM WE CAN WATCH SELECTED 
EXCERPTS OF EAST AS WELL AS 

WEST GERMAN PROGRAMS AND NEWS, WHICH ONCE AGAIN MAKE 
THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO REGIONS VERY CLEAR TO US. 

EVEN THE TYPICAL BAR IN THE LIVING 
ROOM CUPBOARD WERE NOT FORGET. PRACTICALLY 

EVERY CUPBOARD OFFERED SPACE 
FOR A BAR. IT WAS PROBABLY BECAUSE OF THE FACT THAT THE 
CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL WAS VERY HIGH IN THE GDR. ON THE 
ONE HAND, PEOPLE CONSIDERED THEIR LIFE AS BORING. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, PEOPLE CAME TOGETHER AFTER SHOOL AND WORK 
ALMOST EVERY DAY. THEREBY, THEY DRANK A FEW GLASSES OF BEER, 
WINE, OR STRONGER ALCOHOLIC DRINKS. IT HAPPENED EVEN AT 
WORK.



THE KITCHEN, LIKE SO MUCH IN THE 
DDR MUSEUM, IS ALSO INTERACTIVE. 
WE CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT THE USUAL DISHES IN THE REFRIGERATOR. 
FURTHERMORE, IN THE CUPBOARD WE LEARN MORE ABOUT THE PREPARA-
TION OF THE DISHES. IN ORDER TO TRY A TYPICAL EAST GERMAN DISH AT HOME 
LATER, THE RECIPES CAN EVEN BE PRINTED OUT. LET'S SEE WHAT IT SAYS ON 
OUR LABEL: 

SOLJANKA, WAS PROBABLY ONE OF THE MOST TYPICAL DISHES IN THE EAST, 
WITH COUNTLESS VARIATIONS IN PREPARATION. HENCE, IT COULD HAPPEN 
THAT YOU GOT A BAD SOLJANKA IN A RESTAURANT, WHILE THERE WAS A VERY 
DELICIOUS OFFERED AT THE OTHER RESTAURANT JUST ACROSS THE STREET. 

ALSO, POTATOES WITH QUARK AND LINSEED
OIL, WHICH IS EXTREMELY HEALTHY, WERE PART OF THE TYPICAL EAST GER-

MAN CUISINE. SIMPLE, BUT GOOD.

SOLJANKA. 

EVEN THE SOCKETS 
WERE ORIGINALLY 

MADE IN GDR.



IN THE PARENTS' BEDROOM
A MAGIC MIRROR OFFERS US THE 

O P P O R T U N I T Y 
TO TRY ON TYPICAL CLOTHES OF THAT ERA. 



IN THE CHILDREN'S ROOM A LOT OF 
INFORMATION AWAIT US. THEY GIVE US MORE INSIGHT INTO 
HOW THE YOUNG PEOPLE SPENT THEIR FREE

TIME IN THE GDR. A VERY IMPRESSIVE SCENE 
IS HIDDEN BEHIND A CUPBOARD DOOR THAT SHOWS

BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN AT HIS 
CONCERT IN THE GDR IN 1988.



WITH CONCERTS LIKE THIS, THE GDR 
GOVERNMENT TRIED 

TO COUNTERACT THE GROWING DISCONTENT AMONG THE YOUNG PEOPLE. 

IN 1987, IN CONNECTION WITH THE CITY’S 750TH ANNIVERSARY, WEST BERLIN 
HAD HELD LEGENDARY CONCERTS RIGHT NEXT TO THE WALL. ONE OF 

THEM WAS THE LEGENDARY GLASS SPIDER TOUR GIG OF 

THIS MOMENT IS CONSIDERED BY MANY AS THE
BEGINNING OF THE END OF THE GDR. HEREAFTER, FIRST 

D E M O N S T R AT I O N S 
AGAINST THE POLITICAL SYSTEM STARTED. MORE AND MORE PEOPLE DARED TO 
COMPLAIN ABOUT THE UNBEARABLE CONDITIONS IN THE COUNTRY.
ESPECIALLY, MORE AND MORE YOUNG PEOPLE WANTED TO GO TO THE WEST. BUT NOT 
ONLY FOR POLITICAL REASONS, BUT SIMPLY TO BE FREE AND JUST TO BE ABLE TO 

WATCH HOLLYWOOD FILMS OR TO ATTEND 
CONCERTS OF THEIR HEROES. TO COUNTERACT THIS TREND, THE 

GDR BROUGHT STARS LIKE

DEPECHE MODE, BRIAN ADAMS AND BRUCE 
SPRINGSTEEN INTO THE COUNTRY. 

SPRINGSTEEN'S CONCERT BECAME A PILGRIMAGE SITE FOR THE 
YOUTH. THE ROCK STAR PLAYED FOR 

A WHOLE 4 HOURS WITH A BREAK OF ONLY 15 MINUTES DURING WHICH HE GAVE 
INTERVIEWS FOR THE EAST GERMAN PRESS. 

ABOUT 160,000 PEOPLE ATTENDED THE CONCERT, WHICH EXPERI-
ENCED ITS FIRST HIGHLIGHT WHEN

SPRINGSTEEN PULLED A YOUNG GIRL ONTO THE
STAGE TO DANCE WITH HER TO "DANCING IN THE DARK". BUT THE ABSOLUTE 

CLIMAX WAS REACHED WHEN HE PERFORMED HIS MEGA HIT 

“BORN IN THE USA” AND 160,000 EAST GERMANS SANG WITH HIM 
TOGETHER THESE MEANINGFUL WORDS.  

IT WAS A POIGNANT MOMENT. ORIGINALLY, HE WAS FORBID-
DEN TO PERFORM THAT SONG. 

BRUCE DID IT, ANYWAY, FULFILLING THE WISHES OF THE VISITORS. 

TEARS IN THE EYES OF HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 
OF PEOPLE AS WELL AS ENDLESS APPLAUSE WERE HIS REWARD.

DAVID BOWIE. 
PEOPLE GATHERED AT THE WALL TO EXPERIENCE THE 

CONCERT AT LEAST 
ACOUSTICALLY. BUT THEY WERE OUSTED BY THE POLICE AND STATE SECURITY. 



THE GDR MUSEUM IS THEREFORE NOT A PLACE OF PURE 
INFORMATION.

IT MAKES HISTORY EXPERIENCEABLE
AND COMPREHENSIBLE. IT BRINGS US CLOSER 

TO THE GDR AND 
THE TIME IN WHICH THE PEOPLE LIVED. ALL THIS, IN AN

ENTERTAINING AND EQUALLY EMOTIONAL
WAY. THANKS FOR THIS EXCURSION INTO AN HISTORICAL PERIOD 

WHICH SHOULD NOT BE REPEATED, BUT 

THAT ALSO HAD ITS CHARM.

WWW.DDR-MUSEUM.DE



THE DDR MUSEUM IS LOCATED IN THE PULSATING 
EASTERN CENTER OF BERLIN. 

IT’S SURROUNDED BY MANY OTHER IMPRESSIVE MUSEUMS, THE 
HACKESCHER MARKT (SEE DAY 4)... 

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

8TH STOP

GENDARMENMARKT & BEBELPLATZ



THE BERLIN CATHEDRAL ...



 THE ALEXANDERPLATZ 
AND THE FAMOUS 

BRANDENBURG GATE...



... AND THE BEAUTIFUL 
GENDARMENMARKT.



AS WE HAVE LEARNED ON DAY 5, APART FROM THE DARK YEARS 1933-1945, 

BERLIN HAS ALWAYS OPENED ITS GATES 
FOR PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD. WE HAVE ALSO LEARNED THAT 

REFUGEES LIKE THE HUGUENOTS FROM FRANCE AS WELL 
AS JEWISH FAMILIES 

FROM AUSTRIA WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR BERLIN’S FIRST BIG ECONOMIC UPTURN 
350 YEARS AGO. THEREFORE, WE CAN SEE THAT THE GERMAN CONCEPT OF THE

“WILLKOMMENSKULTUR” (WELCOMING CULTURE) HAS MANY 
POSITIVE EFFECTS. BECAUSE OF THE 

ECONOMIC UPTURN, THE CULTURAL LIFE OF BERLIN GREW, WHICH IS REFLECTED 
AMONG OTHER THINGS IN THE CITY’S ARCHITECTURE.

THE GENDARMENMARKT IS PROBABLY THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
PLACE OF BERLIN. FURTHERMORE,

IT’S A SYMBOL FOR OPENNESS, TOLERANCE, 
AND FRIENDSHIP. BECAUSE, ITS ROOTS TRACE BACK TO THE HUGUE-

NOTS WHO SETTLED IN THAT AREA. THEREFORE,

A CHURCH WAS BUILT FOR THE GERMAN 
CONGREGATION ON THE LEFT FROM THE BEAUTIFUL 

KONZERTHAUS (CONCERT HALL) AND 

A CHURCH FOR THE FRENCH CONGREGATION ON 
THE RIGHT SIDE.



TODAY, THE GENDARMENMARKT IS 

A PLACE OF SILENCE AND ART. IT’S A SPECIAL SILENCE, 
BECAUSE THE SQUARE IS

LOCATED IN THE VIBRATING CENTER OF BERLIN.
BUT, BECAUSE OF ITS ARCHITECTURE, THE NOISES OF 

THE CITY ARE 
HARDLY NOTICEABLE. OFTEN, MUSICIANS PERFORM HERE AT THE SCHILLER MONU-
MENT. THEY PLAY FOR FREE AND CREATE A VERY UNIQUE ATMOSPHERE. THUS, DURING 
A STROLL THROUGH THE CITY, WE CAN FIND REST AND INSPIRATION HERE.



ONCE PER YEAR, THE GENDARMENMARKT LITERALLY 
SHINES IN A SPECIAL LIGHT, NAMELY DURING THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS. 

THEN, THE KONZERTHAUS AND THE CHUR-
CHES ARE ILLUMINATED BY LIGHT ARTISTS. WITH THEIR LIGHT THEY TELL STORIES OF BERLIN’S 
HISTORY OR ABOUT ITS FUTURE. ALTERNATIVELY, THEY PAINT CREATIVE ILLUSTRATIONS WITH 
THEIR LIGHT ON THE BUILDINGS.



THE LATTER BUILDINGS ARE LOCATED AT 

THE BEBELPLATZ. IT WAS THE PLACE, WHERE THE NAZI’S BURNED COUNTLESS 
BOOKS OF JEWISH AND SYSTEM-CRITICAL ARTISTS IN 1933. 

TO PRESENT THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS HERE, IS MORE 
THAN A 

CELEBRATION OF ART, VISUAL EFFECTS AND THE CITY OF BERLIN. IT’S A HOMAGE TO 

FREEDOM, PEACE AND TOLERANCE. 



THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS TAKES PLACE MAINLY 
IN EAST BERLIN, BUT, OF COURSE, ALSO THE 

KU'DAMM AND OUR HOTEL

THE ELLINGTON 
				        ARE ILLUMINATED BY 
				        THE ARTISTIC LIGHT.



DID YOU KNOW: BERLIN HAS TWO CENTERS. EVERY DISTRICT 
IS A SMALL CITY BY ITSELF. THUS, BECAUSE 

OF TRADITIONS AND IN ORDER TO HAVE AN EASIER COMMUNICATION, 
PEOPLE WHO ARE ORIGINALLY FROM BERLIN STILL OFTEN SAY THAT 
THEY GO TO EAST OR WEST-BERLIN. BUT, OF COURSE, THEY AREN’T 
TALKING ABOUT THE POLITICAL EAST AND WEST NOWADAYS, BUT THE 
GEOGRAPHICAL ONE. THEREFORE, YOU SHOULDN’T BE SURPRISED 
WHEN THE OLD TERMS ARE STILL IN USE. 

BACK IN THE 
ELLINGTON HOTEL
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THE AFTER ALL THESE EXPERIENCES, IT’S TIME TO END THE EVENING IN A 
UNIQUELY. A GOOD PLACE FOR THAT IS, OF COURSE, OUR LUXURY HOTEL 
AND THE THEREIN LOCATED DUKE RESTAURANT.



THE DUKE RESTAURANT; its show-kitchen, the interior, the atmosphe-
ric light, the mirrors as well as the wooden 

racks full of fine wines; all of this is a harmonic contrast to the minimalistic 
style and décor of the hotel. 

THE HEAD CHEF FLORIAN GLAUERT cherishes tradi-
tional cooking. 

he adores the simple things in life and lives a creative, modern lifestyle. he and 
his sous-chef marco müggenburg use all those attributes to create a type of

“CUISINE LOGIQUE“. the aim is to create a composition of exci-
ting aromas, new horizons and traditi-

onal french haute cuisine. glauert takes great care in high-quality and local 
products, which he combines with great attention to detail, in a sophisticated 
yet uncomplicated way on the plate.



BECAUSE, WE HAD ASKED THE HOTEL 
TO TAKE PICTURES, THE NICE STAFF RESERVED KINDLY PLACES IN THE 

EXCLUSIVE DINING AREA FOR US. THE VERY PERSONABLE 
WAITER CAN IS RESPONSIBLE 

FOR US THIS EVENING. WHAT WE DON’T KNOW YET, HE AND HIS TEAM PRE-
PARED AN UNFORGETTABLE TIME FOR US.



ALREADY THE STARTER IS SPECIAL. CAN SERVES US HAND-BAKED 
BREAD. IN THE DUKE RESTAU-

RANT THOSE, WHO THINK THAT BREAD IS JUST AN EVERYDAY FOOD, WILL LEARN THAT THERE IS

A HUGE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A BREAD FROM THE SUPERMARKET OR BAKERY 
AND THE BREAD ON THAT PLATE. THE RANGE GOES FROM A 

SAVORY DARK RYE BREAD TO A LIGHT CRISPBREAD. ADDITIONALLY, WE GET SERVED FRESH OIL AND 
BUTTER, WHICH ALREADY MAKES THIS COURSE A HIGHLIGHT OF THE EVENING.



WHILE WE ENJOY THE BREAD, CAN SERVES US A 

SMALL GIFT FROM THE KITCHEN. 
BEFOREHAND, THE SMART WAITER ASKED US ABOUT OUR 
PREFERENCES. THEREBY, HE NOTED THAT KATHARINA IS VEGAN.
THUS, HE TAKES CARE THAT SHE GETS ONLY VEGAN FOOD AND 
DRINKS THE ENTIRE EVENING. AS NEXT APPETIZERS WE ENJOY

A SEAWEED SALAD, SOME MELON, 
MISO CREAM, AVOCADO AND ORANGE.
THE INGREDIENTS ARE COMBINED EXTRAORDINARILY. WE HAVE 
NEVER TASTED ANYTHING SIMILAR BEFORE. 

AS FIRST COURSES WE GET A COMPOSITION OF DIF-
FERENT PREPARED TOMATOES AS 

WELL AS DIFFERENT TYPES OF MUSHROOMS, EDAMAME BEANS AND 
A TRUFFLE SAUCE. 



THE MAIN COURSE OVERWHELMS US. WHILE SOLUNA 
ENJOYS A CREAMY PASTA WITH 

BASIL AND PARMESAN, KATHARINA FELL IN LOVE WITH THE GOOD 
LIFE BOWL, WHICH IS AN ABSOLUTE TASTY ARRANGEMENT OF WHITE 
QUINOA, AVOCADO, PUMPKIN AND CARROTS.



AS DESSERT WE GET THE 

PEACH SORBET WITH A CHAMPAGNE SAUCE. 
IT’S VERY LIGHT, SWEET AND FRUITY AND, THUS, NOT COMPARABLE WITH THE 
HEAVY BUT EXTREMELY TASTY I LOVE

DESSERT, THAT WE ARE LUCKY 
TO TRY ADDITIONALLY.

I LOVE CHOCOLATE



ANOTHER HIGHLIGHT AWAITS US. CAN SURPRISES 
US WITH A 

TASTY COCKTAIL COLLECTION. HE AND THE DUKE 
TEAM MADE A GUESS

WHAT WE COULD LIKE. SO, HE SERVES US DRINKS FOR 
ANY OF OUR INDIVIDUAL TASTES. 

WHILE THE FOOD AND DRINKS ARE SIMPLY AMAZING, THE SERVICE OF THE 
DUKE RESTAURANT IS ABSOLUTELY OUTSTANDING. WE FEEL LIKE ROYALS 
AND, MOREOVER, WE FEEL MORE THAN WELCOME. WE NOTICE THE PASSION 
BEHIND ALL OF THIS.THIS MAKES THE EVENING UNIQUE. 



THE SECOND-LAST DAY 
THE SECOND-LAST DAY OF OUR BERLIN DISCOVERY 
ENDS DELICIOUSLY. WE ARE ALREADY A BIT SAD THAT 
WE HAVE TO SAY GOODBYE TOMORROW. STILL, A LOT 
OF THINGS AWAIT US TOMORROW. 


